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SPURQEON'S SHILLING SERIES. 



CHRIST'S GLORIOUS ACHIEVEMENTS. 




"I BEAD the newspaper," aaid John 

Newton, "that I may see how myheaTenly 

Father goveniB the world " ; a very 

excellent reason indeed. We have read 

the newspaper daring the last three 

months that we might find illngtrationB 

of the teaching of onr heavenly Father's 

word ; and we think we hare not read in 

vain, for we have gathered instances in 

proof, and ftuata in explanation, which we 

have jotted down in these pagea. The 

Torlds of nature and of providence are 

all of parallels to things moral and 

liritnal, and serve as pictures to make 

e written book of inspiration more cWt 

the children of God. Tlift 'BMaSSa^t 

■znds in metaphors, tyipea,an.3.«y°^'^'^ 

i^reafpiotorebook; ft^cco ^aww^^ 



a happy fecnlty. In s abort time they 
might produce far more eicellent speci- 
mens than those which are here presented. 
When they become practised fishermen 
their nets vonld probably draw to shore 
mnch more precious fish than we in our 
haste have been able to capture. 

Reader, may the good Lord speed ns in 
this and in every other good design. 
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A VOICE FROM THE SEA. 



*'Yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly. ^^ — 
Isaiah xxix. 5. 

** The Lord sent out a great wind into the sea^ — 
Jonah i. 4. 



About four o'clock in the afternoon of 
liord's-day, March 24th, the inhabitants 
of London were startled by a sudden hur- 
ricane which all at once brought with it 
darkening clouds of dust, and for a short 
season raged furiously. Sitting in our 
study in quiet meditation, we were aroused 
and alarmed by the noise of doors and 
windows, and the terrible howling of the 
blast as it swept upon its headlong course. 
Unhappy were travellers^ across heath and 
moor who were overtaken by such an over- 
whelming gust, for it gave no warning, 
and allowed no time to seek a B]iQ,lt.^T« \^ 
was soon over, but it was M\o^^^\il ^^^ 
and dreary Tveather, and it ^o\s\.^ ^^<^^ "^ 
have been a token that ^\atet \sia^^ "^ 
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A VOIOB FEOM THE BBA. 



I make another struggle to asenme hi 
I ancieut throne. His Parthian arrow wa 
I driven forward with intense force, and let 
I its mark in ruin and death. 

Jnst at the moment when landamei 
I were terrified by the threatening Btonr 
I her Majcstj'B training ship "Enrydice,' 
I which had returned from a cruise to th 
I West Indies, was rounding Dunnose head 
I land, off the lale of Wight, with all plaii 
I sails and also her studding sails Bet 
I Those on board were all naturally ansiou 
I to reach their homes, and having only t 
I round the coast and to anchor off Spithead 
I they were making the best of the wind 



A VOICE FROM THE SEA. 11 

calamity of the *Eurydice.'" AVhat 
moaming and lamentation had that one 
crnel blast scattered over the land I How 
swift is the swoop of death I How stealthy 
its step ! How terrible its leap ! In the 
midst of life we are on the verge of the 
B&pukhre. This lesson is preached to ns 
by those three hundred men who lie 
enshrouded in the all-devouring sea^ with 
a gallant ship as their mausoleum. 

"Toll for the brave! 
The brave that are no more ! 
All sunk beneath the wave, 
Fast by their native shore! " 

Great is the peril of the ocean^ but 
there are also dangers on the land, and at 
any moment we also may be summoned to 
appear before our God. Since this cannot 
be questioned, let each prudent man foresee 
the evil and prepare himself for it. 

Another lesson which lies upon the 
surface of this sad event is this — never feel 
perfectly safe till you are in port. Many 
awakened souls are almost within the 
haven of peace, and are at tMa ivocssi 
rounding the l^eadland o? VXiWV^\S»^Ti^^, 
with the Bails of eameat exvcjaxt^ ^ ^^T 
plBjed to the breeze, T\i^\x wax^^v^^ "^ 
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A VOICE fhoh the sea. 



very hopeful, but it is not satisfactory 
those who are ansioua about tbeir eterr 
welfare, nor should it be satisfactory 
themBelves. They are steering for t 
harbonr, they enjoy favouring winds, th 
have al! sails set, but still they have e 
quite believed in Jesna, nor surrender 
themselves to his grace. We who wat 
them can see that their porta are ope 
and we dread lest they Bhonld be overtaki 
by a suddea temptation and shon 
suddenly be overturned at the ve 
moment when our hopes are at their bei 
la the reader in sneh case ? Then let i 
besci^ch him not to be content till he h 
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mid ocean seems not so hard a lot as to 
die with the white cliffs of Albion so near : 
to die with the gospel ringing in our ears 
is still more sad. Never reckon the ship 
safe till it floats in the haven: never 
reckon a sonl safe till it is actually ^4n 
Christ." The "almost persuaded" are 
often the last to be fully persuaded. 
Aroused^ impressed^ and moved to good 
resolutions, to tears, and even to prayers, 
yet men postpone decision, and by the 
force of Satan's arts are lost— lost when 
we all hoped to see them saved. that 
. seekers were wise enough to be distressed 
until they are thoroughly renewed. Any 
position short of regeneration is perilous 
m the extreme. The manslayer would 
have been cut down by the avenger had 
he lingered outside the walls of the refuge- 
city ; it would have been all in vain for 
him to have touched its stones or sheltered 
near its towers: he must be within the 
gates or die. Seekers after salvation, 
yon are not safe till you actually close in 
with Jesus, place all your confidence in 
him and become for ever his. SkalL \\» 
be so Yunu^ or will you sJov^a Va. $^^^»is^'^* 
Beat not an hour. TxifLe uoV. fet ^x^rJOws^ 
moment; for death may «fcSz.^ 1Q»^> ^"^ 



14 A TOIOV FROX TSa SU. 

Bpiritaal lethargy may coioe ovar ^bnr 
eoni Ironi which yoa may nerer agam be 
aroused. Qire no sleep to yonr eyee, nor 
slnmber to your eyeHoa, till your anobor 
has entered into that within the Tml and 
you are saved in Christ JeaoB. 

A farther lesson should be gleaned from 
the Ecant wreckage which as yet haa 
floated ap from the Bunlren Tesael. Let 
us all take warning, and remember that 
ivE cannot tell ichm Jicrce impMions mat/ 




A YOIOB FBOM THE SEA. 15 

sfcretch of fair sailing; let a brother 
whisper in your ear, " Keep a good look- 
out." Those who are familiar with 
spiritual navigation know that there is 
never more likelihood of storm than when 
the barometer stands at ^'set fair." 

" Whene'er becalm*d I lie, 

And storms forbear to toss ; 

Be thou, dear Lord, still nigh. 

Lest I should suffer loss : 
Far more the treacherous calm I dread 
Than tempests bursting o'er my head." 

The danger of a foreseen tempest is com- 
paratively little, for your ship with close- 
reefed sails, and bare poles, is ready for 
whatever comes; but the perils of the 
calm lie in the temptation to security, and 
the liability that sudden temptation may 
find us unprepared. "What I say unto 
you I say unto all. Watch": for if the 
good captain of the ship had known at 
what hour the storm would come he would 
have lowered all his sails, and have 
weathered the gale. He did all that a 
brave man could do, but all was little enou^lv, 
for the huge ship was tossed o^^t ^iXi*^ 
sacked down, and but two remamei tiO \.^ 
lAe tale. Be ye alwaja ready, tox \xi «Q^^ 
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i VOICE FltOM THE BEA. 



ail hour as yo think not the danger y 
be upon you. 

One other waminij let ns collect fr( 
tlie wreek while yet it lies beneath t 
wave. Ahcai/s be most afraid of sudc 
lemplab'on when all sails are filled with 
fair wind. Personal experience teaci 
Bome of us that our gladdest times attri 
perils to ns. The temper of tbe p!ai 
may readily be ruffled when they ha 
newly come from solitary communion wi 
God : the rude shock of the world's rou, 
speech tells most cpon a mind which h 
been bathed in heaven. JGven the iove 
Jesus may lead ua in the heat of our epi 
to wish that we could invoke fire fit 
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prince of the power of the air to rage with 
more than his usual malignity. It is 
right that all sail should be set when the 
wind is farourable. Why should we not 
avail ourselves of everything which jnay 
speed us on our way ? Still, let us never 
forget to watch unto prayer, or our 
happiness may be our danger. Brother, 
mark well your steps in coming down from 
the mount of communion, for at the foot 
of it you may meet mocking Pharisees, 
dispirited disciples, and perhaps one 
possessed of an evil spirit of the kind 
which goeth not out save with prayer and 
fasting. 

Let the self-exalting professor specially 
beware; but remember, dear brother, that 
you may soon become such a character. 
When your sails are big with the wind, 
and you are flying over the waves, clap 
your hands if you please, and hope soon to 
nave perfected your voyage ; but take care 
to have all hands ready for an emergency. 
Perhaps one of the best things that could 
happen to you would be that when you are 
sailmg along so bravely, confident and oAk 
ease, your topsails of pride ^wi\SL \i^ 
earned away; you would be «5\. VXveXi^'Oi*^ 
for losing avLQh lofty g^ar. Y\«ote^ ^"^ 
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CALLING OUT THE EESEIWES. 



** Reserved against the time of tiotihle, against 
the day of battle and war" — Job xxiCyiii. 23. 

*^ Proclaim ye this among the GenliUs ; Prepare 
war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war 
draw near; let them come up: heat your plowshares 
into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears : let 
the weak say, I am strong.^* — Joel iii. 9, 10. 



On the evening of April 1st, the Lord 
Chancellor read a message from the 
Queen, stating that 

^^Her Majesty has thought it right to 
communicate to the House of Lords that 
her Majesty is ctbout to cause her Reserve 
Force and her Militia Reserve Force, or 
such pari thereof cts her Majesty shall 
think necessary, to be forthwith called out 
for permanent service,^* 

Might not some snch meaaag!^ ^^coxo.'Oaftk 
King, who is in the midst o5 ^\oii,>q^\^^^, 
wrr T€ij seasonable, if t\iQ> B.o\3 ^^"^ 
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callhto otrr ieb bebbbtxs. 



should convey it to all t&e chniobeif 
There ehould be do reseireB in the hoBta 
of the Lord ; but alas, throng the Inke- 
warm conditioii of many, uisas mtrvti 
form a ntmsrout part of our nwmberth^, 
and need s' great many calls ftom &ar 
officers before they will obey. Periiapa if 
they felt that the King himself Cffoeied 
that they should be " forthwith called out 
for permanent service," the love of GhriBb 
would constrain them, and we should see 




CALLnra our the reserves. 21 

mighty, lest the curse of Meroz fall npon 
them. Others are idle, and allow their 
armour and their weapons to rust. Many 
are busy here and there about inferior 
things, but forget their allegiance to their 
Lord. Very much time, talent, and 
opportunity is held in reserve for various 
reasons, and ought at once to be brought 
forth and consecrated actively to the 
Lord. What meanest thou, sleeper ? 
What aileth thee, sluggard ? There 
is much to be done ; why doest thou not 
thy part ? Every man has a place ap- 
pointed him in the battle ; what excuse 
can be accepted for those who are at ease 
in Zion, and stir not a hand for their 
Master and his cause ? Nor is it in men 
alone that a sinful reserve is made, bat 
great treasures of gold and silver belong- 
ing to Christians are laid by to canker, 
while the Lord hath need of them. Men 
talk of loving Jesus so as to give him 
all, and in their hymns they say that if 
they might make some reserve, and duty 
did not call, their zeal would lead them 
to a total sacrifice, and yet the financial 
reserve of the church of God \% '^^^^eii^^ 
a hundred times as great a^ ^Xv^'^ ^\\vii^ 
h expended in the liord'ft ^«t^<^^. "^"^^ 



22 OALIJKO OUT THE RESERTBS. 

oiva judgments will confirm this statc- 
meat. The funds actually in the hands 
of professed behcTera are immense, for 
many Christians are enormously rich, and 
yet we hear daily appeals for money, till 
one might conclude that all profesEora of 
the Christian faith were as poor as Lazarus, 
and that nowadays no holy women were 
able to minister to the Lord of their 
Kubstance, and such persona as Joseph of 
Arimathiea were no longer disciples of 
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mind) and strength^ were tnily engaged^ 
how differently they would act ; and if 
they sought strength from on high, what 
grand results would follow! I long to 
see the Holy Spirit filling us all with 
ardour, and causing every man and woman 
among us to yield himself or herself fully 
unto the Lord. 

When the reserves are called out, matters 
look vei'y serious, and we expect to see tvar. 
Every lover of peace shuddered as he 
read the Queen's message, for he felt that 
at last war was really threatened. God 
grant it mav not be so. But with regard 
to the churcn of Christ, when the reserves 
are called out, the world believes that it 
really means war for Christ. At present 
the world despises many a church for its 
inactivity; but when all Christians come 
forth it will know that we are in earnest. 
While the regular workers are marching to 
and fro like a standing army, going 
through its regular drill, very little is 
done beyond mere defence, but when the 
reserves are called out, it means defiance, 
and the gauntlet is thro^vn to the foe. 
Our Lord would have ua figVvt \k^ ^^<^^ 
Sght of faith, and go forfti m \i\^ xsaxs^^ 
conquering and to con(^\iet •, \i\3X. >iw^ ^^^ 
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these are felt by the whole bodj, the 
joyous hour is come. 

The Queeu's message reminds me of a 
great and comforting truth. Ood himself, 
blessed he his name, Ms forces in reserve 
which he will call forth in due time. 
Remember the Lord's own language in 
the book of Job: ^^Hast thou entered 
into the treasures of the snow ? or hast 
thou seen the treasures of the hail, which 
I have reserved against the time of trouble, 
against the day of battle and war ? " He 
represents himself, in the language of his 
servant Joel, as calling out innumerable 
locusts as a part of his host : " The Lord 
shall utter his voice before his army ; for 
his camp is very great." The hidipg of 
his power we cannot estimate, but we 
know that nothing is impossible to him. 
Whatever the church may have seen and 
experienced of divine power, there is yet 
more in reserve, and when the fit moment 
shall come all restraint shall be with- 
drawn, and the eternal forces shall be let 
loose to rout every foeman, and secure an 
ep^y victory. For the moment, our ^Y<i^^ 
Captain puts his hand into \i\^\io^Q\si ^^^ 
alJows the enemy to exult ; \j\xt \i^ '\^ ^cjN 
defeated, nor ia he iu tlxe lea-at QL\s.Qja\&\«.< 



US never be daunted by t 
failures of the cause of God 
for these are but the trial of ] 
test of valour, and the means t 
yictory. Pharaoh defies Jehov 
sees only two Hebrews and a 
will be of another mind when 
reserves shall set themselves in i 
and discharge plague upon pkj 
him. Even the doubling of t 
bricks, and the wanton cruel 
tyrant, all wrought towards the ( 
and were no real hindrances to 
design ; nay, they were reserved 
wliich the Lord made his dcodIp 
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perilous moment. The prince of darkness 
IS bringing up his reserves. The soldiers 
of the devil's old guard, on whom he places 
his chief reliance, are now rushing like a 
whirlwind upon our ranks. They threaten 
to carry everything before them, deceiving 
the very elect, if it be possible. Never 
were foes more cunning and daring. They 
gpare nothing, however sacred, but assail 
the Lord himself: his book they criticise, 
his gospel they mutilate, his wrath they 
deny, his truth they abhor. Of confused 
noise and vapour of smoke there is more 
than enough ; but it will blow over in due 
time, and when it is all gone we shall see 
that the Lord reigneth, and his enemies 
are broken in pieces. 

Let us watch for the coming of recruits 
divinely prepared. Let us be eager to see 
the reserves as they come from the un- 
likeliest quarters. There may be sitting 
even now by some cottage fireside, all un- 
known, the man who shall make the world 
ring again with the gospel, preaching it 
with apostolic power. The orthodox ad- 
vocate, born to cope with subtle minds 
and unravel all their sophiatm^, tclwj ^-^^xjl 
now be receiving his tramiug m ^otA^^ 
paiisb school ; yea, and even Va \Jcia \sfiv^^ 
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camp, like Moaea ia the palace of Pharaoh, 
there may dwell the youth who shall act 
the iconoclast towards every form of ecep- 
ticism. Jabin and Siaera may reign, bnfc 
there shall come a Deborah from mount 
Ephraim, and a Barak from Kedesh- 
naphtali. Let the Midianitea tremble, for 
Gideon who threshes wheat in the wine- 
press will yet bea.t them small. The 
Ammonites shall be smitten by Jephtha, 
and the Philiatinea by Samson : for every 




LADIES' DEESS. 



«* Be clothed with humility r^-l Peter y. 6. 

**/ will that women culom themselves in modest 
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety," — 1 Tim, 
ii. 8, 9. 



On the 11th of April, in the course of an 
action brought by the well-known modiste, 
^'Madame Rosalie/' against a gentleman 
of property to compel him to pay a debt 
contracted by his wife, it was stated in 
evidence that from £500 to £2,000 a-year 
might be considered a reasonable sum for 
a lady moving in good society to expend 
on dress. The gentleman's wife, in the 
witness-box, repudiated with lofty scorn 
the idea that the former amount was 
sufficient. The lady is an invalid, has 
never been presented at court, and is not 
called into company, and yet was indebted 
for millinery to a very large amount. 

Is it, then, a fact that fto \»i^'^ ^ ^^isss. 
h considered needful for ttie Oiotitik^^ ^"^ 
one human form ? SureV^ Oei^ VolX»?c^ ^*^ 
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the old Eoiuan Empire ia infecting oui 
beloved country : may God grant that it 
may not, in our case, also be a sign of the 
decay of the nation. Women Bhould be 
too considerate of tlie needs of the sick 
and suffering to spend their money eo 
wastefully. A blanlfet placed on the bed 
of a poor old woman would be a bettor 
ornament to b lady's character than all 
the lace a dukedom conld purchase. Yet 
, hut tell it not in Gath, a kdy 
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and the headbands, and the tablets, and the 
earrings, the rings, and nose jewels, the 
changeable suits of apparel, and the man- 
tlesj and the tvimples, and the crisping pins, 
the glasses, and the fine linen^ and the 
hoods and the vails" — Isaiah iii. 16 — 23. 
What a contrast is the teaching of the 
apostle Peter, in his First Epistle, at the 
third chapter. " Whose adorning let it 
not be that outward adorning of plaiting 
the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel; But let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
iight of Ood of great price. For after 
this manner in the old time the holy women 
also, who trusted in Ood, adorned them- 
selves, being in subjection unto their own 
husbands.^' Peter sends the ladies to a 
wardrobe better than any which the 
frivolons possess, and to a . jewel-case 
richer than ever belonged to the rain 
and showy ; but, alas, the mass of women 
do not care to adorn themselves in this 
right royal fashion. Pride of dress is so 
cluldish that one wonders to ^'i^ \\> \^ 
grown-up people. The old •pTON^x\i «^^^i^^ 
}f beiog twicQ children ^ Wv» to^ ««^^ 
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dandies of either sex ai'e always chddren. 
Archbishop Leighton has well said : — " It 
is strange upon how poor things men and 
women will be vain, and think themselves 
_, , not only upon some comeli- 
ia theu" face or feature, which, 
though poor, ia yet a part of themselves, 
but of tnings merely without them ; that 
they are well lodged, or well mounted, or 
well apparelled, either richly, or well 
Light, empty minds are like 
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Yet many women professing godliness are 
shockingly extravagant, and can never be 
happy till their heads are tricked out with 
strange gear and their bodies with fashion- 
able miUinery. They little think how 
much they degrade themselves and grieve 
the Spirit of God. A forgiven sinner 
decked out in the flaunting garments of a 
worldling, casts suspicion upon her own 
pardon ; if she had ever been renewed in 
heart, would she, could she, adorn herself 
after the manner of a Jezebel ? It is 
hard to think of a disciple of the Lord 
wasting her substance upon personal 
decoration. Does the lowly Jesus keep 
company with persons who spend hours 
at the glass, adorning, if not adoring, 
their own flesh ? Can extravagance and 
fashionableness be pleasing to the Lord? 
No. Assuredly not. 

We are not judging that "neat hand- 
someness" which George Herbert says: 
*Moth bear the sway," but we are sor- 
rowftil when we see those who set them- 
selves up as examples, and move in a 
position where no outward show is re- 
quired, going beyond ord\x\a.T^ ^o^^ 
women in extravagance. 1^ \a NJaa \iasi>^^» 
9f society, and the disexaci^ ol x^v^^^^ 
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■\To wonder how mncb of the oxtrava- 
gtmce of female dreaa could be traced to 
the ID an- millinery of Ang-lican prieats. 
Church congreases have beau edified by 
exhibitions of oceleBiaBtical fineiy, in 
which were seen robes and TeatraentB of 
the costliest material and the gaudiest 
colours. We have read of altar frontals 
which have taken years to finish, and are 
valued at more than £500. All this to 
deck out a table ; no wonder that it costs 



THE DEOEIVEE AND THE VICTIM. 



" Though thou rentest thy face with painting, in 
rain shah thou make thysdjfair^^ — Jer. iv. SO. 

**Beholdf ye trust in lying words, that cannot 
proJUJ'-^QT, tIL 8. 



'' After I had used the wash for some 
time an eruption came on my face. I 
thio^ it was in December^ 1877, that this 
occurred. At this time I had paid the 
defendant altogether about £20^ and when 
I found the rash come out on my face I 
went to the defendant^ and she said that I 
was in' a terrible state, all the pores of my 
skin were opened, and that unless I let 
her finish me at once I should be 
disfigured for life." 

These are reported as the words used in 
evidence concerning a certain Madame 
who pretends to make ladies "beautiful fot 
ever." The date was about ttie ^axTkfcmxXjL 
iie laBt Incident. Willing duje^ ^'^ ^^"^ 
Aer ftmoua cosmetics, waEYies, «cA. tov^ 



86 TUB DECEITE-n ANO THE VICTBI. ' 

and bei^ to he enamelled that their charms 
may conquer all who gaze npou them, and 
before long they find themseives in the 
deceiver's toils, theiv hopes all disap- 
pointed, and thamaeh-ea compelled to pay 
continually, leat some worae thing ahonld 
happen unto them. Now this is an 
admirable parable, and fall of detail which 
a wise man may work out to edification. 
IVe will only nse it aa a caution. Before 
ive commit ourselves into the hands of 
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unsuspecting sheep if they come in their 
way ; for nothing but almighty grace can 
rescue them from their jaws. 

Yet these flattering teachers who are to 
do such wonders for their dupes are 
deceivers all. As the aged pretender, 
mentioned in the newspaper, was not 
herself preserved in beauty by her own 
oriental balms, and yet boasted of her 
power to conserve the radiance of youth 
in others, so Peter says again, ^^ While they 
promise them liberty, they themselves are the 
servants of corruption'^ Still, though the 
fraud is transparent, custom begets a 
&cility in deception, and there are un- 
godly men and women of whom again the 
apostle says that " th&y cannot cease from 
sin; ieguiling unstable souls; an heart 
they have exercised tvith covetous practices; 
cursed children^' 

Satan is an arch -deceiver in the line 
of the pretended beautifier. He told our 
mother Eve that if she would follow his 
directions she should be as God, and 
when instead thereof she found herself 
covered with shame, he knew that he had 
her in his power. Young icvaTL ^x^ 
fattered by the promise of pkasvxiei \iSkS^ 
thejr follow after the stranste ^ouv^tl \iCk 
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the ruin of both body and Bonl, and t 

their own bitt«r disappoiiitment as to th 
very pleasure which ain had promiEe 
them. " With her much fair speech sh 
caused him to yield " ; but shall he wt 
the blisB which she has promised? Ab 
no ! "A wound and dishonour shall h 
get, and his reproach shall not be wipei 
away." 
Sclf-rij^hteouaness also commends itsel 
Lit choice beiiutilicr, aud the, 
.enamelled there 




FLOODS IN THE SIfiEEIS. 



^'Bivers of waters in the •fowto.'*— Prov. v. 16. 
*^Let judgment run down as waters, and 
righteousness as a mightg fftisom."— Amos t. 24, 



On Thursday morning, April 11th, when 
we reached the Tabernacle, at eleven 
o'clock, we found the rooms of the 
basement covered with water, so that 
they could not be occupied. Our Con- 
ference was unable to meet for dinner in 
the schoolroom, and was obliged to adjourn 
to another building. The papers, among 
many accounts of the flooded districts, 
thus speak of our near neighbours in the 
somewhat aristocratic region of Brixton : 
"The easterly gale which had been 
blowing since Sunday morning subsided 
on Wednesday night, and was followed by 
such a downpour of rain as seldom occurs 
in this latitude except in connectvoi\ ^\.<k 
summer thundeiatovm^. It 'waa^^Y^Xv^w^ 
aU through the night, and ^o^\m\xs.^ 



FLOODS IS THE STREETS. 



yesterday without much abatement throng 
the early hours of the forenoon, nnt 
more rain had fallen in a few houre tha 
the average ra,infall for a month. A 
Briston there waa a aerious flood, cause 
by the inability of the Eflra river, whic 
IB nothing better than a covered sewer, t 
carry off all the water. It burst forth a 
al! openings, and even forced itself upwan 
in jets which are comparGd to the spouting 
of a whale. The water rising with muc' 
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were also flooded. The water was in 
most places upwards of a foot in depths 
and in many nearly two feet. Locomotion 
was exceedingly difficulty vehicles of all 
descriptions having to be drawn through 
the flood, with the horses nearly np to their 
knees in water, while with the tram-cars 
the water reached np to the steps, and an 
extra horse was necessary to draw the 
car." 

When the Lord is pleased to open the 
windows of heaven and refresh the thirsty 
earth with plentiful showers, man in his 
boasted wisdom has so arranged the cities 
where he dwells that there is no room for 
the divine bounty, and a benison becomes 
a danger. His careful preparations in 
blotting out rippling brooks and water- 
courses begirt with willows, and burying 
in the earth beneath arches of brick the 
once silvery streams, are all sources of 
peril to him ; peril, too, from that which 
should have been his greatest blessing. 
The rain is good, but we have not room 
enough to receive it ; we have space for 
our own filthiness if the heavenly rains 
will let us alone, but for **dciQ^^\^ <il 
hleBBiDgB " OUT a^rangemeIll^\v«^'^\'^'lXi"Cka 
receptacle, and they mnat Aco^ti \5l^ <5vyJ^ 



greater inconvenience than a *.^.. 
meadow, or a garden swamped for 
hour or two. Some living persons i 
member the Eflfra as a pretty brook wi 
a charming walk by its side and oy< 
hanging trees. We have seen soi 
pretty bits of scenery which an art 
copied from this rural streamlet of di 
gone by. There were little rustic brid 
here and there, and many a nook wi 
lovers of quiet could sit down i 
meditate ; but now there is no sign of 
brook until you pass into Dulwich; ak 
throughout its entire length our mo( 
civilization has transformed it in 

'^'Mifinp.d within a 
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many of onr merchants and traders under- 
stand ; and of saci'ed joy and consecrated 
deb'ght the bulk of men know nothing 
whatever. Life comes to ns^ but too often 
we win not allow it to flow freely in holy 
content and joy^ where the trees are 
flourishing and the birds singing among 
the branches^ but we compel it to grovel 
underground in anxiety and unbelief. 

Yet heavenly life cannot always be 
made to abide among the dead^ just as the 
Effra when fed by showers from heaven 
would no longer brook its prison. It 
burst forth wherever a vent existed, and 
forced ways of escape for itself where 
there were none before. Every now and 
then this happens in spiritual affairs, and 
men behold the phenomenon with wonder 
and even with alarm. It was so in the age 
of Whitefield and Wesley, when the Lord 
opened the windows of heaven upon our 
land. What an outbreak there was ! 
What a commotion and upheaval ! The 
old pavements of conventionality were 
torn away, and the floods burst up 
through them. Attempts were made to 
stop the stream, per8ec\xUo\i \^^^ \x.\fe.^ 
agamst the Methodiste, tt:i<^^ ^^^^ ^^- 
nounced from the puVpVt, \Xvt^^\R:v\&^ >^1 




FLOODS m THE STREETS. 

mobs, and ridiculed aa modem enthna 
and madmen, and regarded aa 
offBConring of all things ; but all 
availed nothing, omnipotence waa at n 
and malice could not Binder. The aa 
flood would not be denied a channel, 
found free course, and God was glori 
Of course it stirred the mud and raisei: 
foulness of the community to 
offunsive rage ; but it cleansed as it ru 
nrJ, and swept hkvuy the aocumul 
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traffic and concourse, hindering the 
progress of sinful trades, and surrounding 
all, whether they will or no. "We* want 
another universd deluge, not of destruc- 
tion, but of salyation, so that the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
earth as the waters cover the sea. 

Would to God that religion were more 
vital and forceful among us, so as to create 
a powerftil public opinion in behalf of 
truth, justice and holiness. It will be a 
blessed day when all the streets of our 
land shall be flooded with grace. Amos, 
in the text which we have quoted, bids us 
aim at this, in the name of the Lord. 
The formalities of reli^on are of little 
worth compared with tms ; for the Lord 
says, ** I hate, I despise jour feast days, 
and I will not smell in your solemn 
assemblies." " Though ye offer me burnt 
offerings and your meat offerings, I will 
not accept them : neither will I regard 
the peace offerings of your fat beasts. 
Take thou away from me the noise of thy 
songs ; for I will not hear the melody of 
thy viols. But let judgment run down as 
waters, and righteousness aa a tkv^Ht^ 
Btream. " He would have wa eiJcSav^ ^^c^'^ 
wlijch would purify thQ ag^, ^lA ^^^^^ 



the Christian ciat**„_. 
power and influence all over tne >vui*^ . 
righteousness and peace. Something oi 
is felt even now, but not enough. T 
Church of Christ in England has m( 
power to-day than it ever had befo 
Our country would have been plunged ii 
war months ago (May, 1878), if it h 
not been for Christian men who have be 
the backbone of the opposition to the ^ 
party. Peace would not have been i 
unbroken so long as it has been hai 
not been earnestly promoted by the ^ra 
and labours of those who worship 
Prince of Peace. In other matters, 
i? «/^/>^ftl reform, and moral progress. 



FLOODS IH THE STREETS. 

in danger, they will be greatly 
yenienced in their sins, they will b 
their knees in an element which t 
not relish, and they will raye agai 
but, for all that, it will be a blessing 
sends ns such showers of grace as to I 
an irresistible flood. Gome, mighty 8 
Send it, we beseech thee, Lord 
let ns liye to see Ezekiel's yision fci 
^'Then said he nnto me. These 
issue out toward the east country, ( 
down into the desert, and go into tl 
which being brought forth into tl 
the waters shall be healed. And i 
come to pass, that eyery thing that 
which moyeth, whithersoeyer the 
shall come, shall liye : and there si 
a yery great multitude of fish, I: 
these waters shall come thither : fc 
shall be healed ; and eyery thing shi 
whither the river cometh." 



THD RACE AKD ITS SPEOTATOBS. 49 

ought to be held at some quieter place 
than the neighbourhood of London* Loch 
Maree, in the wilds of Rossshire, would 
afford charming tranquillity and a few 
scores of cool spectators. But the stimulus 
of a great public competition would be 
gone, and, if we may venture to assume 
that undergraduates are made of the same 
stuff as other human beings, that stimulus 
is essential to such muscular exertion as 
we see at Oxford and Cambridge." 

This excellently illustrates the meaning 
of the apostle when he represents believers 
as running for a prize, with saints, apostles, 
and martyrs looking on. The stimulus 
communicated by spectators is his 
prominent idea. No doubt the young 
oarsmen find a stimulus in ev;ery eye that 
gazes upon them, and if the crowd were 
thinned they would take less interest in 
their task. The crowds which line the 
Thames may well be compared to clouds, 
so completely do they darken the banks 
from end to end of the course ; and much 
more may those who gaze upon the 
Christian's life be thus spoken of. Myriads 
lean from heaven, or look from earthy ot 
peer upwards from the pit. ^cA^ t£i<5^^^ 
all ages, now with God, 30m mVXi ^ ^^^ 



, , wie**' one \ 'W. 
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in the race : a mother in heaven takes 
delight in the ardonr of her son ; brothers 
"gone over to the majority " are serenely 
glad as they see their brothers pushing for- 
ward in the noble cause. Our leaders in 
the faith, oarsmen who taught us how to 
fly over the waves^ regard us with anxious 
interest and joy in our successes. These 
things should quicken us, and lend us 
arguments for unabated energy. 

Of course the apostle was not alluding to 
a boat-race, but to the Olympian games. 
Those games furnish a suggestive figure 
which we leave the reader to work out at 
leisure when we have given him a glimpse 
at the race fix>m the window of good Dr. 
John Brown. 

''At Olympia, a town of Elis, games 
were celebrated in honour of Jupiter once 
everjr five years. An almost mcredible 
multitude &om all the states of Greece 
and &om the surrounding countries 
attended these games as spectators. The 
noblest of the Grecian youths appeared as 
competitors. In this race a course was 
marked out for the candidates for public 
fame, and a tribunal erected at th& e.\\<i 
of the course, on whicli sat l\i^ V^^^'^'^> — 
men who bad themselves in toxm^x ^^"^3^^ 



i' 



m\* 
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been saccesBfal competitors for 
hononrsi The Tictors in the n 
contests did not receive their pri: 

the evening ; bnt after their ezertio; 
joined the bcind of spectators, and 
on while others proseoated the 
ardnons labours wmch they had b 
to an honourable termination." 

It ia a fine thought that those h 
able men in the church of God wh 
themselres behaved worthily, 




DOUBLE-MINDED. 



** J%ey feared the Lord, and served their own 
ffods.^ — 2 Kings zyii. 33. 

'* I^em that worship and that swear hy the Lord, 
and that swear hy Malcham,** — Zeph. i. 5. 

** Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and 
ciimiiy.'*— -James iii. 10, 



Thb New York ^^ Eocaminer and ChrO' 
mch,'' of April 18, says : — " Luke, Mr. 
Tweed's attendant, states that the first 
thing he did on rising in the morning 
was to read the Bible ; then he had 
breakfast, and after that read the papers 
and settled down to write. He spent his 
time thus nntil dinner was readj, and 
after eating, read the Bible again, and a 
third time before going to rest at night. 
If anything went wrong with him, or any 
annoying circumstance occurred at any 
time, he always had recourse to t\v^ "ft^Ol. 
ffjs temper was cheerful an^i ^"^^u^^^ ^ 
rale; bathe did not conq]aeiYi\ao\dL\isSc^^ 



cent irascibility, and in a moment he 
good-natured again." 

Whether this statement is true or i 
it may serve as a somewhat exaggei 
picture of the condition of many i 
They have enough religion to observ 
outward forms, but not enough eve: 
improve their language, much less i 
hearts. Like the Pharisees of old, 
are attentive to the exterior rites 
religion, and yet such is their enmii 
Christ that they are ready to cry, "On 
him, crucify him," when that voice 
serve their turn. Their piety is a 
coat of whitewash daubed over a lep 

n. i.T -1 — -'11 - T 



DOUBLE-MINDED. 

a fonn of godliness. Such mei 
religion ridiculous in the eyes ( 
more honest companions ; and 
take to Bible-reading, they ca 
Word of God to become conten 
whereas the ridicule is deserved 
own meanness, and the contempt 
be poured upon their base hypocrii 
would say to every man who mt 
slightest claim to honesty, ''Be oi 
or another ; if Jehovah be God, ser 
if Baal be God, serve him." Don 
cheat the devil by shamming i 
God. No possible advantage can 
to the double-minded man by his ; 
of godliness ; it can only serve to 
his condemnation. Of all sons 
dition Judas is the worst, for he 1 
the Lord and yet kissed him. 



sBor 



I POX IN THE PDLPIT, 



■es, the little Jbxei, that epoil Ike 
ropheti art liks the foxea in tlit 



poHT letter which appeared in "T/ie 
l,"ApriII6th, is well worth preserving 

Ponneetion with the above texts. It 
B feared that the writer might have 

lited to not a few Nonconformist pnl- 
i and might have made the saine 
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which happened to be open, with the 
exclamation, ^Here he is, in the pulpit' ; 
and, sure enough, poor Eeynard had 
slipped in at the open door and sought 
sanctuary, curled up in a comer of the 
pulpit. Of course, he was soon ejected. 
To my friend, who had witnessed the scene 
and described it yery vividly, I observed 
that it reminded one of certain sly foxes 
in the Church of England, who get into 
our pulpits and think they are safe there. 
Duty requires that they should be taken 
out and kept out, — I am, &c., W. J. B." 

This ij3 written by a Church of England 
man, and published in a sound Church 
paper, and so it is no violation of charity 
to repeat it, especially as we <][uite agree 
with every word of it. We wish that all 
the Popish foxes could be ejected from the 
National Establishment, for they do more 
mischief than tongue can tell. 

The fox that steals the lamb so tender, 
Can never be the fold's defender, 
He's but a base and sly pretender. 

The difficulty seems to be to get these 
foxes out and keep them out. 0\vRfc \cl 
the paJpit, thej know ho^ to \icJ^^ \Xs&xt 
position; you may dig out ^ io^>^s^ 
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A FOX IN THE PULPIT, 



you cannot dislodge a Bomanizing priest. 
Acts of Parliament altogether foil, becatue 
each things are meant ibr men, and foxes 
desteroQsly eyade them. Beynard's imita- 
tors have many knavish tricks, and know 
how to twist and turn, and so they escape 
statutes and laws, and still pursue their 
evil bueine^. In the reforming times a 
popular caricature represented a priest aa 
a lbs preaching to an assembly of geese 
from tlic text, " How pamestlj' I long for 




THE EVIL WROUGHT BY OK 

MAN. 



" One sinner destroy eth much good, — ^Eccles ix. 
'< That man perished not alone in his iniquity: 
Josh. xxii. 20. 



An American paper contains the folic 
ing paragraph : — '* An oil train of fo 
oil-tanks ran into a heavy freight tr 
near Slatington, Pa. The engineer 
the latter train had been compelled 
stop to cool olBf a hot ^journal/ but 
conductor had sent no one back to w 
foUowing trains of danger. Several ] 
sons were killed and about forty injure^ 
the result of one man's carelessne 
Amid the blaze of the oil, the sores 
of burning men and women, and 
charred remains of the unhappy victi 
we see how great a calamity may a 
out of a little neglect, and \\o^ \Si\^Rfe 
destiny of others may \iau^ ax^qvl \}w 
of one man. Have ^re a ^i"^ ^^tl^^ 
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own personal reBponsibilitj P Have we 
ever reflected that onr own condact may 
influence others for good or evil throngh- 
out eternity ? We may have no wicked 

intent, and yet onr carelesaneBs and in- 
difference may be as fatal to immortal 
souls aa if we had been profane or profli- 
gate. Moral virtues apart from religion 
may suggest to onr children that godliness 
is needless ; was not their father an ex- 
ccllont iiinn, and yet lie was ujicoaverted ? 




SYMPATHY CEEATED BY KINDBED 
EXPEBIENOE. 



** I am as ye are,** — QbI. iv. 12, 

** Who can have compassion on the ignorant j and 
on them that are out of the way ; for that he himself 
also is compassed with infirmity,** — Heb. y. 2. 



The present week (the close of April, 
1878), witnesses an extensive strike among 
the Lancashire operatives, who strongly 
resist a reduction of wages, which the 
masters declare to be absolutely necessary. 
There appears to be a hope that the 
din)nte may be speedily ended, and the 
^^JJaily Telegraph*' mentions one element 
of the question which is exceedingly en- 
couraging. It says: — "There is one 
characteristic which distinguishes the 
present from all previous strikes in the 
same trade. Lancashire ait\2;%Xi& ^\^ \cl 
some cases now able to look aVi ^ik'b ftc®^- 
cnltf &om exactly tho ^ixi<& -^vc^ ^"^ 



jLiiv^ jLuaiiagcia iXLKi nu practicai me 
every economy or improvement is 
fully utilized. Hence, if the busim 
be made to pay at all, these mills i 
leave a profit. It happened, howeve 
all last year the results of the w< 
of joint-stock companies became 
and more unfavourable ; and the 
quarter of the present y^ar was 
still. The decline has been graduj 
constant. Of nearly thirty such i 
takings within a given radius, full 
were found to return a loss at the 1 
ning of this month, and none o 
remainder showed what could fail 
called a working profit. It is not. i 
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enlightened by self-interest. This advice 
cannot fail to haye a great effect on many 
wavering operatives." 

No one understands another so as to 
enter into his case unless he has been 
himself in a like position. Even our 
Lord could not become perfect as the 
Captain of our salvation without enduring 
hardness as all his followers must do. 
He must needs be found in fashion as a 
man, and be tempted in all points like 
as we are ere he could be touched with 
a feeling of our infirmities. To us it 
must ever be a source of abounding joy 
that our Lord Jesus wears our nature and 
intensely sympathizes in our experience. 

This is one reason why the Lord's 
ministers have such a fight of outward 
afftictions and inward temptations. How 
else could they enter into the experience 
of the tried people of God ? Luther 
placed affliction among the three essential 
things for a good minister ; but we would 
enlarge the area of expression, and say 
that experience of all kinds must be the 
preacher's school. He must know how to 
be full and to be empty, how to abound 
and how to suffer loss. Like ttv& ^^^JeDKNs.\» 
Darid^ the preacher must "be a m«a oS. ^ssg^ 



ainiccea. " J^'or whether we be 
ourselves, it is to God : or whei 
be sober, it is for your cause." 

Our own personsJ obligation i 
pathize with others and have i 
with them arises out of our be 
the same nature and partakers in i 
perils. We are to weep with the 
weep, and to rejoice with those \ 
rejoice, because we are follow 
the same Saviour, and carry the 
cross. It is not always true tl 
fellow-feeling makes us wondrous 
but it ought to be so. The apostl 
'^Remember them that are in boi 
bein£r bound with fham . onA fv^/^-rv. 
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ent. A master would probably be all 
more considerate for his men if he 
k a tarn at their labour, and shared 
ir domestic trials ; and hearers would 
it their ministers differently if they 
re themselves occasionally called upon 
preach. This is no doubt the reason 
y some Christians have to pass through 
chequered a career — ^they are to learn 
V to see out of other men's eyes, and 
Ige matters from other men's points of 
w. The lesson is worth learning, cost 
at it may. 

Should the operatiyes prove to have 
med nothing by their own experience, 
) fact will be in opposition to the 
. proverb, experimtia docet (experience 
ches), and it will not be the only time 
which we have seen that to learn by 
)erience a man must be wise to begin 
}b, and that is not the case with all. 



)Rum]o;b and 

ACHER. 



*«"(?* all lAe earth, and 
! world."— Ft. lix. 4. 
'■igdemshaUbepnaditd 
:3 unto aSnatimut <™rf 
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is heard and seen with an open Bible in 
his hands reading or expounding it. 
* There is no land where their voice is 
not heard ' ; there is hardly a known 
tongne that has not its version of a Book 
which owes more of its circulation to 
English money and agency than to any 
other international means." 

This is not exactly worded as one 
might desire. Perhaps a suppressed sneer 
is perceptible ; but yet, tdting it from 
whence it comes, it is a valuable testi- 
mony ; indeed, all the more valuable 
because the witness is not biassed in 
favour of the fact which he asserts. We 
only wish that it were still more evidently 
true, and that worldlings were oftener 
compelled to admit its power, even if they 
did 80 in an almost scornful manner. 
The duty of the church is to keep her 
herald side by side with that drummer 
who is said to wake the morning all 
round the globe. The fashionableness of 
his clothes is too small a matter to be 
worthy of notice ; but the best of books 
in his hand must always be his noticeable 
mark and sign ; thank God tli^^t vcl ^ss^ 
measure it ia so. 

JEnconraged by some m^^^vxt^ ^l ^x^r.^^^ 



THE MOENDra DRUMMER. 

■n Bonnding; forth the word of God, let 
" 11 who love our Lord Jesus aronse t!iem- 
ickes to do the work yet more thoronghly. 
■IVhea a. certain chaplain asked the Dnka 
■ of Wellington whether he thought it was , 
I worth while to teach the gospe! to the 
I Hindoos, the man of discipline is reported i 
' to have replied, "What are yonrmarcli- 
r orders ? " These are clear enough, . 
jo je into aU the world and preach thtt ' 
Gospel to every creatnre" ; what remains ' 
but to obey ? Once the sneer wag directed 1 
Hgninst consecrated cobblers, but now thoi J 
lack of fashionable tailors appears to ba 
jioirt of remark. What matters it ? 
^and if thcj be " clad 



HAYE TO HA.YE MORE. 



For whosoever hathy to him shall he given^ and 
aU have more abundance: but whosoever hath 
from him shall be taken away even thai he 
"—Matt. xui. 12. 

i. wise man wiU hear, and wiU increase learn- 
and a man of understanding shall attain unto 
counsels'* — P5rov. i. 5. 



s *^ Times,*' May 8th, speaking of 
Exhibition of the Eoyal Academy 
I, ''No doubt people ought to bring to 
)llection of pictures, or other works of 
as much knowledge as possible, ac- 
ling to the old saying that if we expect 
)ring back the wealth of the Indies, we 
3t take the wealth of the Indies out 
h us. Learning and progress are con- 
lal accretions." This witness is trae. 
who studies the works of art in an ex- 
ition of paintings, being himself already 
cated in such mattera, «t^<^!^ ^^^ai^ "^ 
-knowledge, and deiWe^ V)ci^ -vs^xjas^R^ 
rare from the gemvAS Qa^^^^^^* ^^ 
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the other hand, he who knows noth 
at all about the matter, and yet pretei 
to be a critic, simply exhibits his o 
ignorance and self-conceit, and misses t 
measure of eojoyraent which an entii 
unsophisticated and unpretendingspecta 
would hare received. We must bring ts 
aud information to art, or sbe will 
deign to reveal her choicest charms. 

It is so with all the higher forms 
knowledge. We were once in the : 
museum of geology and mineralogy 
Paris, and we noticed two or three 
thusiastic gentlemen in perfect rapt 
)yer the Bpecimens preserved in the cas 
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was nothing there/' he said^ ^'except a lot 
of old bones and stones, and bits of 
marble.*' He was persuaded to look a 
little farther, at a fine collection of fossil 
fishes, but the total result was a fuller 
manifestation of his ignorance upon the 
subjects so abundantly illustrated, and a 
declaration of his desire to remain in 
ignorance, for he remarked that "He did 
not care a rap for such rubbish, and would 
not give three half-crowns for a wagon- 
load of it." Truly, in the matter of know- 
ledge, "Unto every one that hath shall be 
given, and he shall have abundance ; but 
from him that hath not shall be taken 
away even that which he hath." 

The same principle holds good in matters 
of religion : he who has love to Christ, 
and a spiritual appetite, enjoys the word 
of God, and finds it to be marrow and fat- 
ness ; but he who has no spiritual percep- 
tion turns away from the most instructive 
doctrine, rejecting it, even as the full soul 
loatheth the honeycomb. Such a hearer 
is no gainer by the gospel, and though it 
may seem to be a contradiction that he 
who had nothing should ha^^ ^Q«i'^^\>xsi^ 
taken away from him, yet ao \\»\v, 'Owixxs^- 
Bpiritual man is frequently ^\o^<et\i^ '^ 



in him so long as he did not 
what the gospel was. Hencefo 

|li heard all that the preacher hai 

thinks he knows all that the 
teach him, and any little hope 
may have been for him is gre 
ished. There mnst be life in 

\\ cannot feed on the food arounc 

must be an eye in the body, o 
be in vain; there must be s 
within the soul, or else all th 
means and ordinances cannot 
When the soil is made good th( 

i(; yields a harvest ; but often the 

devours all that the hnfihandm 
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Bemember^ too, that a religions profes- 
sion reanires grace to sustain it. A com- 
pany wnich begins business without cash 
will soon lose even its nominal capital, will 
in fact lose what it never had; thus 
thoroughly illustrating the words of our 
Lord, and, as in a parable, setting before 
us the result of pretending to be Christians 
if we haye no grace. If we have no oil 
in our vessels with our lamps, the lamps 
themselves will go out and leave us in 
total darlmess. 

On the other hand, where there is grace 
already more grace will be given. As 
riches make riches, and knowledge ac- 
quires knowledge, so doth spiritual life 
grow, and add to itself gifts and virtue 
by which it is greatly enriched. 



**A conscience void of offence toward G 
toward men." — Acts xxiv. 16. 

** If the Lord be God, follow him: but ij 
then follow him," — 1 Kings xviii. 21. 



The ''Daily News,** of May 8th, 
article on Lord Oamarvon's resigr 
says : — "Mr. Oablyle, wearied witb 
eighteenth century talk about 
somewhere req^uests the talker, ^ 
strong adjuration, to ^be virtuo 
have done with it.' Too much p 
what is after all but the carryii 
' ^^oTn'n of the laudable but r 
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the case of the indiyidnal practising it^ to 
something not very different from hypoc- 
risy. But occasions may and do arise 
"when a policy or an indiyidnal measure 
conmiends itself to the majority of a 
Ministry which seems morally wrong or 
politically nnadvisable to some member 
thereof. When this is the case, ought he 
to put his convictions in his pocket, and 
salve his conscience with the theory of 
party allegiance, or ought he to go out 
from those respecting whom he feels that 
he is not of them ? No one will in words 
profess the former doctrine, but many will 
act upon it. Lord Carnarvon has acted 
upon the latter doctrine, which everybody 
professes, but many set aside in practice. 
Of course it is important that the con- 
science appealed to should be a healthy 
conscience, not given to unnecessary 
questioning and quibbling." 

Not only do we admire the consistency 
of Lord Carnarvon, but we wish we saw a 
little more of it among professing Christ- 
ians. We know soine ministers who do 
not believe the doctrines of the church to 
which they belong, and ^^\» fet ^^^^s^vs^^a. ' 
best known to themBeh^>iXi%l \^cas^\a 
^^^ -community, and Trndstms^ ^^^^ 



■S SKPASATIOH. 

[th which they profen 
ia caa be made to be 
aorality we know not. 

more like commoa 
d at once show their 
T pretend to be what 

Chriatiana, too, who 
-"« equally s"ilty, for 
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asxions to be so clear in the whole of oar 
religious standing that under the light of 
the day of judgment no glaring con- 
tradictions shall be discoyered in our 
lives; otherwise we may not only be 
guilty of *' something not very different 
fix)m hypocrisy," but we may fall into 
hypocrisy itself. A little tampering with 
conscience is a very dangerous thing, it is 
very like the dropping of a stitch which 
may lead to the unravelling of all the 
work. We used to say in our childhood — 

" He who steals a pin, 
Will live to steal a bigger thing." 

The rhyme was bad, but the doctrine was 
true. If we violate conscience, even upon 
the smallest matter, we may come at last 
to have no conscience at all. 

Mr. Carlyle's advice is thoroughly 
sound, and his adjuration is none too 
strong, "Be virtuous and have done with 
it:" speak the truth and stand to it, 
profess the faith which is revealed in the 
Scriptures, and neither by word of mouth, 
nor by act, nor by association, iiox ^'s^\l\ql 
thought, contradict the eteYTvaX ^^TvHk^'^ 
of God, We haye lia4 too iJHsvRfe. <^^ 



CONSCIENTIOUS SEPARATIOS. 

1 in order to win a hollow peace 

1 philosophic Rationalista on the one 

lid, and superstitious Komanizera on the 

Iier. The thing will not work, and if it 

Jbold, it is wroDg, and onght not to be 

ptemptod, Who gaye ns tiie right to 

field an atom of truth? Are the doctrines 

If God's word yours or mine to do as we 

like with, to give op this and modify 

Ithat? Nay, verily: we are put in trust 

■with the gospel, and it ia at our peril that 

I ive dream of compromising the least of its 

[ teachings. A straightforward, decided 

Jiuecf testimony is the best, is most con- 

i charity, and in the end 
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lers is in an enriable position. No 
j-hearted man will ever bear such 
tched constraint for any length of 
3^ or indeed at all. Think of being 
! to go no farther than the afore- 
itioned timorous, time-serying Erasmus, . 
) said, "I will not be unfaithful to 
cause of Christ ; at leasts so far as (lie 
mil permit me,'* Out upon such 
ardice : life is too dear when bought 
uch a price. 

cannot tell what you and other men 
lunk of this life ; but for my single self, 
had as lief not be, as live to be 
1 awe of such a thing as I myself.*^ 



" When thou huildest a new house, then it 
make a battlement for thy roof that thou \ 
blood upon thine house, if any man /all from 
— Deut. xxii. 8. 

" Thou shalt not kilL"^'EK. xx. 13. 



The morning papers of May 9 h 
following hnmiliating paragraph :- 
"An acrobat, named Gilfort, i 
forming afc the DubHn Exhibitior 
at a height of no less than forty i 
the ground. He was going thr( 
facts' usually done by Blondi 
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both arms and legs. The attempt failed, 
and he fell a sheer distance of forty feet, 
-with his balancing-pole still in his hand. 
The jK)le was sphntered into fragments by 
the yiolence or the fall. Gilfort himself 
struck the ground heavily, rebounded 
from it, and was picked up severely 
crashed and braised. Immediate assist- 
ance was, of course, rendered to him, and 
at first it seemed hardly possible that he 
could survive his injuries. He lay de- 
lirious, unconscious of what had hap- 
pened, and terribly maimed." 

Even if the unfortunate acrobat had 
not fallen, we conceive that attendance at 
such a performance was in itself an im- 
moral act. The pleasure derived by the 
spectators arose in a great measure from 
the extreme danger to the individual. His 
skill might equally well have been ex- 
hibited upon a rope near the ground, or 
at some small distance above the specta- 
tors' heads ; but this would have been un- 
attractive ; the forty feet, and the danger 
of a fall, gave a horrible interest to the ex- 
hibition, and collected the multitude. 
This, we say, is immoral and d^^\:^<i\xi«,\ 
the commandment which. fot\>\dL'& \i^ ^^"^ "^^ 
practically prohihii^ our placvxi^ %xvcJ^^^ 
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where his life is in dnnger, and forbidS' | 
our doing an;^thiiig which ivonid lead to 
his espoang himself hy attempting a peril- 
ons feat without jnBtifiahle cause. When i 
dangerous deeda must bo done, we are 
bound to provide erery possible safe- , 
guard ; but to induce a man nnneceBHarily j 
to risk life and limb, and to omit pre- 
cautions, is essentially murder, and eveiy 
person who by his subscription assisted, 
or by hia presence encouraged, such a 
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and spiritual sense ? May we not by 
smiling at the wit of a doubtful story 
have encouraged the teller to repeat the 
wicked jest ? May we not haye introduced 
others into doubtful questions which have 
proved too high for tnem, and have led to 
their fEdth staggering, and their minds 
faUin^ into unbelief. Some writers and 
preachers greatly encourage tight-rope 
speculations upon mysterious subjects, and 
cause no end of mischiefs A sceptical re- 
mark repeated in the pulpit has placed 
many a youth upon a dizzy height, and 
caused his ruin ; the man who uttered it 
had no idea of doing harm, but he ought 
to have remembered that positions which 
are safe for practised judgments may bo 
deadly to the inexperienced. 

May we not, by our lukewarmness in 
matters of religion, have tempted others 
to remain careless and indifferent while 
their souls are in jeopardy ? Do not many 
professors tempt sinners to delay by their 
own dilatoriness in divine things? 

Is it not very possible that some strong 
minds may, by their example, induce the 
weaker sort to do that which is eminently 
hazardous to them X Wlio Qimoii^\y& ^^i^xs. 
plead entire innocence ? ¥ox VJcka i^tox^ 



* 



we join in the popular admirat 
because they are successful an( 
high positions, although their 
are evil, and their conduct 
questionable, are we not acting 
who lift up their shouts of app 
the acrobat is pacing along a { 
at a giddy height ? It is the 
Christian to applaud nothing 
Let the world give its acclama 
heroes as they move alofb, anc 
conquerors with peans as they 
upon them ; as for us, let hu] 
and quiet excellence engross th 
our admiration. We have som 
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" Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and hts 
righteousness; and all these things maU be added un0 
you" — Matt. vi. 33. 

"Ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and 
have omitied the weightier matters of the law, judg^ 
mentf mercy, and faith,'* — Matt, zxiii. 23. 



A Correspondent of a newspaper, dated 
May 9th, writes as follows: — "The 
arrangements in the French galleries are 
80 imperfect that in many cases the 
lower portions of the pictures are in a 
full glare, while the upper are in com- 
paratiye darkness. The artists are loud 
in their complaints." 

Yet this is by no means an uncommon 
arrangement in far greater matters than 
pictures, for the lesser and lower concerns 
of life are generally set in full glare, while 
the greater and higher matters of consider- 
ation are left in compatatv?^ ftL^2to^'2^'^'?i^% 
The title-deeds of an eatsA.^ «t^ TSsaAa ^^a* 
secure as law can maka ^JcL-evsv, \i^^ "^ 



Clii C J. v/ J ^ . . . 

is often greater than anxiety tv ^^ 
and to be a gentleman is more the i 
of care than to be a Christian. Th 
is dressed^ and the soul is left nakei 
month is fed with the bread of ear 
the heart knows no hunger for tb 
of heaven ; all things are prepared : 
life even to a superabundance, and 
to come is disregarded as if it were 
fiction. Many men spend more i 
over shirt-collarB than oyer thei 
Dogs and horses are more the tl 
meditation than heaven and he 
the next race, or ball, or keti 
calls forth more thought than the 

'■■'-'• flio (\q,y of IT 
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shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we be 
clothed?" make up the trinity of questions 
which stin engross the heart of the 
multitude. "-Mter all these things do 
the Gentiles seek." The angel holds the 
crown over the worldling's head, but he is 
looking downward, busy with the muck- 
rake,' scraping together earth's trifles, and 
so he has neither eye nor heart for immortal 
glory. " that they were wise, that they 
understood this, that they would consider 
their latter end ! " 

More light for the upper portion of the 
picture is greatly to be desired. 



" Thou shah not raise a false report: put not tl 
hand with the wicked to be an unnghteous witnei 
— ExoduB xxiii. 1, 

** Thou shalt not go vp and down as a talebea 
among thy people,** — ^Lev. xix. 16. 

**Keep thee far from a false matter," — Exo 
xxiu. 7. 



The *^ Boston Weekly Advertiser^'' t 
9th, says : — "We have often heard 
conundrum, * Which is the mother of 
chickens, the hen that lays the eggs or 
hen that hatches them?' and now 
1 — /. o ipcral decision of 
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, third partij, whereupon Ho. 1 got oat 
lit of replevin, and the case vaa tried 
.W days ago with abie conmel and 
jiy witneaseB. The conrt decided that 
a hen that hatched the eggs was the 
^al mother, and diamiBsed the replevin 
.it." 

It may be regarded as equally settled by 
36 conrt of common sense that a person 
ibo repeats a slanderous tale is as much 
he parent of it as the first inventor — the 
oatcner ia as bad as the layer, if not 
woiBe. 

He ivho first forges the lie is assnredly 
gnilty ; bet little or no harm would come 
of his deed if there were not persons 
willing to hear and to believe the calnmnT; 
and even then the mischief would be slight 
onless there were ready tongues to convey 
the story &om place to place and so spread 
the evil. If it ia true that the receiver is 
as bad as the thief, he who believes a lie 
is gnilty as well as the man who utters it; 
how much more then is he an accomplice 
in the crime who repeats the lalsehood, 
and finds it currency. Yet this is done 
very thonghtlessly, and wViftn ttia ^a:ti?iK:t 
» refbted, men seldom le^colt. qI 'W^'vk 
speoted it, ttioDgh it ia & eto. fet "«V" 



if I did not concoct tut; ay^^^,. 
I injure my neighbour's charac 
repeating it, I am a partaker in the 
To save ourselves from falling in 
evil the safest course will be to 
tremely incredulous of all libellous i 
and never under any circumstai 
become tale-bearers. There ar* 
whose delight it is to fetch and ca 
there can be no need that we 
degrade ourselves by undertaking 
errand. 

Plautus would have tale-beaj 
tale-hearers alike punished by 
the one by the tongue and the 
—'^ oTionld soon be 
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lost if we were all to turn our vowels into 
mutes, and conclude our table-talk with a 
fall stop. 

The next time the black hen lays an egg 
let her sit upon it herself and bring out 
her own chicks. No sensible being would 
wish to stand step-father to a lie, or to be 
a cat's-paw to the deyil when he chooses 
to roast good men in the fire of slander. 
The town-crier of the City of London has 
an honourable ofl&ce, but to be common 
crier for the town of Falsehood is not 
desirable ; the work ranks next to that of 
common informer. 



'^Blessed is the man that waUceth no 
counsel of the ungodly ^ nor standeth in tht 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the sco\ 
Psalm i. 1. 

" Lead us not into temptation^ — Matt, y 



The '* Rock'' of May 10, speaks 
hnnting parsons, and remarks: 
come down to modem times, f 
Bey. Joseph Benngton, Boman 
chaplain at Bncldand, Berks, 
writer on history, was fond o\ 
with the hounds. When visi 
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at a table where he has often dined^ from 
personal friends of his own." 

Why could not the man have hunted 
openly or not at all ? If he felt ashamed 
of it, why did he do it ? Thoroughbred 
fox-hunters must have despised him. The 
policy of the Eev. Joseph is followed by 
a great many in daily life ; they complain 
of being tempted, and yet they carefully 
put themselves in the way of temptation ; 
they profess to have been grievously mis- 
led by evil company, and yet they con- 
tinue to stand in the way of sinners, and 
to delight themselves with their evil con- 
versation. They express the greatest 
grief if they fall into drunkenness, and 
Bay that they have been "overtaken" ; but 
notwithstanding this they carefully ride 
along the road which drunkenness is 
known to pursue, and, under the name 
of moderation, drink themselves fully up 
to the boundary line. They do nob 
actually go " to cover/' but they ride out 
in the direction which the hounds always 
take. They profess to be averse to 
frivolous amusements, to feasting, rioting,. 
and the like, but they are prettij e»x^^\iJ^VRk 
cal] upon their friends 'wnen «afc\i >i\i\SL'^ 
are going on, and so get liaVi-^-3L^t^ ^Y^^"^ 



They tempt the aevn u^j .>_ 

go into dark lanes in order to be I 

their favourite sins. 

Thus to excuse sin as many do 
nonsense, or worse ; such fooling ma; 
conscience, and prevent its plainly 
ing the truth; but it is altoget] 
worthy of an honest man. 
which hold no water are caught u 
the notion that a bad excuse i 
than none; the fact being tha^ 
excuse is worse than none, for i 
that the man haa not the co 
defend what he has the audacity f 
the common honesty to take the 
" ^-'- nwn act and deed 
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with a sweep you ought not to blame him 
if your linen loses its whiteness, or, if you 
do so, every one will see through your in- 
consistency. If it be true that when you 
go to Eome you must do as Eome does, 
then do not go to Borne at all, and no 
such necessity will arise. 

It is wonderful how circumstances ap- 
pear to help a man when he wants to do 
wrong, and some there are who even dare 
to quote the fact as a reason why they 
ought not to be blamed. *^They hap- 
pened to be on the spot or they would 
never have thought of it*'; thus they are 
profane enough to hint that providence 
itself misled them. This is only a repe- 
tition of Adam's plea, "The woman 
whom thou gavest me, she tempted me, 
and I did eat." Alas, the vile attempt to 
father sin upon the Lord himself is often 
made, but it is none the less horrible. 
Let us abandon such blasphemous en- 
deavours to shift the responsibility of our 
actions, and give our consciences a fair 
chance of being heard. 



" Thou hast given a banner to them tha 
that it may he displayed because of thi 
Psalm Ix. 4. 

*' Terrible 09 an army with banners^ — ( 



The ** Daily News;' of May 
its report of the Review at 
before the Queen, mentions — *^\ 
whose colour-party bore the 
green flag that floated on th 
of Afana and over the trenche 
of Sebastopoly and served a/ 
- -/M*nf. amid the mists of '. 
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they may, for they are in feet the ma- 
terialised history of the host. They tell 
of the cruel rain of shot and shell, the dnst 
and smoke of the conflict, and the battle, 
^^with confased noise, and garments rolled 
in blood," — ^terrible records truly, but as 
long as there are warriors, and courage 
in Ight is valued, banners and standards 
must always be prized. 

The sacramental host of God's elect 
bears the standard of the truth, and has 
borne it these thousands of years, and 
the truth has become endeared to every 
soldier of the cross by all the con- 
flicts through which we have borne 
it. Heresies and scepticisms have raged 
around the banner, but from the first 
campaign even until now it has gone on 
from victory to victory. The very thought 
of it stirs enthusiasm in the hearts of the 
warriors of Christ. Shall we ever desert 
it ? Shall we suffer it to be trailed in the 
mire ? God forbid. We will uplift it, 
and display it in the face of the enemy 
until the last great battle shall be fought, 
and we shall hear the triumphant shout, 
'' Hallelujah ! hallelujah I tte Loi^ Q.^^ 
omnipotent re/gnefch." 

Jt has of late been pxopo^^di ^S^^ ^^ 
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the old ensign ; of the new o 
nothing, except that they wi 
defeat. Faith has won all 
under the standard of revela 
expects to win all her future 
the same unaltered and una 
Let others do as they will ; i 
old, old gospel shall be our r 
amid the mists of modern i 
we hope to bear it from I 
throughout the whole camp 
dispensation^ till we shall i 
aloft at the coronation fesi 
triumphant Lord. 

*' Stand UD. stand ud for ^ 
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** Who shall separate us from the love of Christ'}'* 
-Uomans yilL 35. 



Another incident of the Review before 
the Queen, at Aldershot, is thus described 
by the ''Daily JSTews'*:—'' The 86th 
(County Down) Regiment, with Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Adams at its head, went 
by with a firm, elastic tread, neycr 
wayering as they passed the saluting 
point, but preserving the touch as if the 
old motto, *Quis separabit?' had been 
instilled into every man." 

We can scarcely credit that their motto, 
which is in somewhat questionable taste, 
can have any influence upon the 86th, 
but we are quite sure that it ought to 
operate very strongly upon those to whom 
it properly belongs. The question, " Who • 
shall separate us from the lo\^ ot Q.<^^, 
which is in Christ Jesus 6\xt Iaox^'I""* 
shoald bind us. fii'sfc of ull to \X\^ ^^^^^ 
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union. Shall the member t 
from the body ? the thoi 
painful. Shall the branch b 
the vine ? the result "would 
Shall the stone be rent from 
' i ■ tion ? the overthrow would 

Shall the bride be diTorce< 
husband ? the consequences ^ 
honour, poverty, destruction. 
No force of persecution sh 
us from our Lord through 
fascination of pleasure > sh 
from him through selfish 1 
and closer let us cling to hi: 
nne and only hope for timi 
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fellow-Christians. The church is one and 
indivisible : imperfections and infirmities 
are frequent causes of discord ; but where 
charity rules, they cannot create disunion : 
the existence of the old man is a dividing 
power, but the new man is ever one, and 
draws and attracts to itself all life of the 
same kind. We will not leave our 
brethren because we cannot agree with 
them in sentiment in all respects, but we 
will endeavour to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bonds of peace. We will 
not forsake our brethren because they are 
in poverty or disgrace, but we will regard 
them as suffering members of the one 
body. We will not even believe that 
death can separate, but our faith and 
love shall follow to the skies the mem- 
bers of the general assembly and church 
of the first-bom who have taken wings 
for the seats above. Our hearts are 
gladdened while we sing— 

" One family we dwell in him, 
One church above, beneath ; 
Though now divided by the stream, 
The narrow stream of death.'' 

Oar Jove takes a sweep ^\\\e\\^ m SXs^ 
circle, incladea all who ate one m Qjwfv^^ 



seamless vesture of our uoxv*. 
selfishness, and cultivating ever 
which was in Christ Jesus, we ts 
to carry out the spirit of ( 
Master's prayer, " That they a 
one ; as thou, Father, art in me 
thee, that they also may be oi 
So will we challenge the disp 
fluences of sin and the world 
grand question, "Quia Beparabi 
wavering as we pass the saJr 
but preserving the touch as 
motto had been instilled into ( 
Reader, are you a peace-m 
von a divider? Search you 

-~ - •v^r^or hn.nf". fin 
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evil ; but unity in the truth and in good 
works is so desirable that woe is unto 
that man by whom the offence cometh. 

" Quis separabit " it seems is the motto 
of an order of knighthood, that of St. 
.Patrick. The. nationality indicated does 
not suggest the most united and peaceable 
of the human race, but the question sug- 
gests such a determined unity that we 
would urge each Christian church to write 
it upon its walls . ' When will true brother- 
hood become so strong among us that 
nothing can rend our churches, but all 
men shall exclaim, *' See how these Chris- 
tians love one another " ? 



** God is a i^int : and they that u 
worship him in spirit and in truth,^*- 



The '* Daily News " des 
*' Dreadnought " says:— *'T 
auxiliary engines, which is 
every turn, engines for pun 
lating, feeding, starting, steer 
f been finished and tested, but 

tenance in a serviceable cond 
obviously one of the chief c 
engineers on board. In { 
Dreadnought is an examnle 
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replaceable in action than a broken chain 
or leaky valve. Fortunate it is for us that 
we do not rely alone upon clock-work 
ships, like those of the Dreadnought and 
Thunderer class." 

Assuredly there is sound common sense 
in this, and it is applicable to other 
matters besides ships of war. There is in 
human nature a tendency to permit 
religion itself to become mechanical : 
priests, temples, sacraments, the perform- 
ing of services, organs, choirs, all go 
towards the making up of a machine which 
may do our worship for us, and leave us all 
our time to think about bread and cheese 
and the latest fashions. As cranks, pistons, 
valves, and cylinders take the place of bone 
and muscle on board ship, so millinery, 
bellows and ritual take the place of 
hearts and spirits in the place of worship. 
Certain outward appliances may be well 
enough in their place, but they too easily 
become substitutes for real heart-work 
and spiritual devotion, and then they are 
mischievous to the last degree. The 
preacher may use notes if he needs them, 
but his manuscript may eI^^\ ^^"^ Vxsa. 
IJiat which is the very esaeiie^ ^xA^wiN.'^^ 
preaching, and yet Ms elaboia^.^ ^wg^^ ^ 



adoration should evaporate, and 
should remain but the sweet soun 
organ can do no more than he 
noise - making, and it is a m 
if we imagine that it incre 
acceptance of our praises before i 
Outward ordinances may be very 
used, and two of them at least are 
enjoined; but human nature ii 
forget the substance in the shado 
such a case the good is turned 
the road is regarded as the end, 
symbol is made to rival the truth 
sets forth. It were almost better 
be nlaced where outward sigms w< 
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In the service of the Lord everything 
ghonld be hearty and voluntary, and 
nothing shonld be mechanical and per- 
functory. Hireling worship is never 
worth that which is paid for it. Eeligion 
provided by authority and carried on 
vnthout the choice of the people is a 
mockery. When the ark was put upon 
a new cart, we read that " the oxen shook 
it," and very soon the entire proceedings 
were marred and stopped by the breach 
which the Lord made upon TJzzah. The 
primary fault lay in using bullocks which 
needed to be driven : the divine ordinance 
was that the ark should be carried upon 
the willing shoulders of faithful men, 
whose honour and privilege it was thus 
to wait upon the Lord. It was not a 
service which brute force could properly 
perform: it needed that chosen bearers 
should reverently carry the sacred token 
of Jehovah's presence, praying and 
praising while they bore along their 
sacred load. No church can possibly pros- 
per unless its work is carried on by holy, 
devout, willing men, full of divine life, 
moring cieerftilly in theit v?o"t^ \i^^'«a5y^ 
tbey love it with their w\io\^ >afc«tV?^. ^^ 
labourer IB worthy of Ma \aTO,wA ^"^^ 



for personal entnusiaoixx . .-. 
have, or the work of the Lord \ 
will flag. Those who preach or i 
matter of course, much in the i 
as a piston moves, or a valve o 
wheel revolves, are not acceptat 
sight of God. ^* God is a spirit: 
that worship him must worsh: 
spirit and in truth." 

Are we not all in danger o 
to religions machinery, and I( 
work of the Lord to be done 
taries, committees, missionari( 
forth, whom we half regard as 
ifor ourselves ? No doubt tl: 
"^ '^o it tolerably 
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It will be an evil day when the servants 
of Christ cease to take a personal interest 
in the work of winning sonls : societies 
may come to grief, broken chains and 
leaky valves will occur in such machinery, 
and what then ? We shall censure our 
substitutes, but the burden of blame will 
not thus be shifted. We must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, and 
every man must bear his own burden 
before the Lord. 

Fortunate is it for the true church of 
God that she does not rely upon clock- 
work service, but through divine grace 
has at her command faith, love, courage, 
heroism, and consecration : above all, the 
Spirit of God dwells in her, and furnishes 
her with life, wisdom, and strength, so 
that in the day of battle she will utterly 
defeat her foes. We see this life and force 
breaking out in many places in new works 
for the Lord Jesus, and frequently it takes 
very irregular forms, greatly to the distress 
of spiritual Tories, who must have all 
things cut and dried after the most ancient 
fashion. We confess that we, also, are 
somewhat perplexed at certamof Uv^\ssa\^^ 
outrageous forms of Te\\g\ow^ ^\i<£^^>^ss^^ 
we are Borry to see so mrnvfe^^ ^Xr^A^^^r 
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to work apart from recognised organ 
tiona. IVe slionld rejoice to see iiitc 
zeal ill continuous esereise, in fine 01 
for immediate service, but working d 
in the regalar service of the churcl] 
God. The blue-jackets are just aa m 
under commaud as the pistons and val 
and so should the living and earnest am 
us Icam diBcipliue, and act in harm 



HOME-SIOKNESS. 



** When shall I come and appear before Godf ** — 
Psalm zlii. 2. 

" By the rivers of Babylon^ there we sat down, 
yea, we wept^ when we remembered Zion." — 

Psalm cxxxvii. 1. 



The ^'Gioie'* has a paragraph upon 
home-sickness worth preserving, and, as 
the Puritans would say, improving. 

** Among minor maladies of the senti- 
mental order is one from which probably a 
^ood many of our army-reserve men are 
suffering more or less severely just now. 
* Home-sickness' is usually regarded as 
something altogether pecuhar to school- 
boys. According to Dr. H. Key, who calls 
it nostalgia, and who has just written an 
interesting article on the subject, this is 
by no means the case. He considers it a 
form of insanity from which grown men 
often suffer severely, and of wlilck tl\Q.^ 
Bometimes die. He gWea ijj^x\XcviXsbx^ ^^ 
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l^■llGro it ifl of very fi-eqoenfc occurre 
more pai'ticularly amoug the infan 
The cavalry man, he thinks, is less Hi 
to suffer in this way, probably becans* 
has Igbs leisnre time on his bands. I 
the yoang foot soldier who ia most pi 
to pine for hla native place, and tni 
pre-em.inont]y the case with the mei 
Bretagnc, among whom ho has obaei 
more instances than in those from all p 
of France together. The young conaci 
he says, becomes gloomy and taciti 
loses his appetite, is fond of solitude, 
often gives way to tears. Then fo! 
evident effects of this ujwn his geii 
health. He suffers from incessant he 



HOME-SIOENEBS. 113 

associations far more readily than the 
natives of a country place." 

If these men, the most of whom were 
bom in some poor village, by no means 
remarkable either for architecture or for 
scenery, pine for their homes, how much 
more may those who have a mansion 
above, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. Bom from above, 
our native country is heaven itself and 
sometimes the longing to be there steals 
over us. It is no insanity, but it is a pant- 
ing which the ungodly cannot comprehend. 
We grow weary of the temptations, the 
disquietudes, and the failures of earth, and 
sign for the fair city within whose gates 
there shall never enter anything that de- 
fileth: our heart goes out towards the 
Lord Jesus, who is altogether lovely, and 
then we pant for the day when we shall 
see the King in his beauty, and the land 
that is very far oflP. The more we love, 
the more we long to be with the object of 
our affection. It is not that we are 
miserable here below, for godliness hath 
the promise of the life which now is, and 
we nave foretastes of glory even uo^ \ \^^iSx 
still the Father's house ia Nei^ ftj^'ait \Rk "^^ 
loving child, and the eight ot XXx'^ ^nrr^^^^^ 



,e,mB"l™Bri rfwe fat ?«■ „4 mil b« 
there we td^?^^ ^^ deacn^^ J"^ oft^ 

„ Will w^i" M? ■ I pr» „. I,.*, 
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Do my readers confess that snch a feel-* 
ing never affects them ? Does that home- 
sickness never come over you at all ? Let 
the fact cause you great searchings of 
heart, for surely something is amiss. 
Have you a home above? Are you 
quite sure ? If so, if you never sigh 
to enter it, are you not rooting your- 
self too closely to the world? *'Ah," 
said one, when he looked upon a friend's 
house and gardens, " these are the things 
that make us loth to die ! " Wealth, or 
even moderate comfort, will often act like 
birdlime and hold the birds of Paradise 
prisoners to carnal joys. When the nest 
LS well lined men do not wish to quit it ; 
bhey dread the very thought of dying, and 
have no desire to depart and to be with 
Christ. It should not be so : if this world 
of vanity seems better to you than the 
realm of glory, your judgment is diseased, 
and the carnal nature is sadly hindering 
the aspirations of the divine life. 

Still, we may not allow home-sickness 
to unfit us for present duty, or cause us 
in any way to desert our colours. It is 
wron^ to pine io le in fteaven "becau^^ \«^ 
r/*^ growing idle. A. \a\iO\xt^x ^V^ ^^ 
'wa/a longing for 8at\>iA».^ u\^^> ^"^ 



days were not juu^ 
so much needed doing, 
like the true sph-it ; br 
many of his stamp. Ma 
ever they can, and won 
sort of excuse for secedii 
throng, and living for 
Do-no-more. Of the sei 
Master it is wicked to f 
cause we are not succer 
or because we cannot t 
our Sunday-school clas 
f become sluggards, and 

of a dove that we mi' 
at rest ? While there 
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dreams of flowery mounts and seas of 
heavenly rest^ but there are no such 
things in heaven or earth for those who 
are nnfaithfiil to their Lord. Did Jonah 
find rest when he fled &om the presence 
of the Lord to go unto Tarshish ? Did 
he not many a time wish himself at 
Nineveh rather than in the depths of the 
sea ? As long as there are poor people to 
be comforted, ignorant children to be in- 
structed, desponding spirits to be lifted 
up, so long as God has any work for us to 
do, let us stand to our guns and never 
dream of going home. 

Neither may we whine out a desire to go 
to heaven because we are in a spiritual pet. 
There are some who do this ; they become 
sulky and disagreeable with everybody 
and everything. Nothing suits them ; 
the church, which appears to others warm- 
hearted, they denounce as having neither 
love nor life in it ; and the service, in 
which others find pleasure, has grown flat, 
stale, and unprofitable to them. The 
world is a howling wilderness to them, 
aiid they take care to keep up the howl- 
ing themselves ; the chTirQ.\i \^ oi^^ ^s^^ 
lifeless, and they seem aicdoxsa ^.^ "^^ *^^ 
beir owa soiUs fair aam^le,^ ol "^^ ^^^ 
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then they cry, " Woe ia me," and wring 
I'their hands and wiah to be gone. They 
I prognosticate terrible calamities, and to 
I save their own stins they pray it may not 
I be in their days, but that tliey may be 
,' taken from the evil to come. Worse than 
1, they even quarrel with their Lord, 
y have served him these many years, 
n them a kid that 
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[ng that to abide in the flesh is more 
ifm for the good of some whom we 
Id benefit for Christ's sake. It is the 
L of a right state of heart when this 
le-sickness comes upon ns, not because 
are tired^ nor because we are anery^ 

simply because we long to be rid of 
unity and imperfection^ because we 
re to escape from temptation and from 
filthy conyersation of the wicked, that 
may see the face of our Lord, and bow 
>re his glorious majesty. In such a 
it we may cry with Rutherford — " 
*n will we meet? Glorious Lord Jesus 
3 wide steps ! 0, my Lord, come over 

mountains with a stride ! 0, fairest 
)ng the sons of men, why stayest thou 
long away ? heavens, move fast ! 
[me, run. run, and hasten the marriage 



<f • 



" Their nobles put not their necks 
their Lord" — Nehemiali iii. 5. 

" Slothfulness casteth into a deep i 

P] 

<* Let us not sleep, as do otJiers.'*- 

XThe 



An American paper has the f( 
comer of wit and anecdote :- 
school boy at Maysville, Ky.. 
the superintendent the otb 
father was a Christian, 
replied, *but he is not ^ 
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absent. What can a man do as a farmer^ 
a merchant^ a carpenter^ or even as a beg- 
gar unless he follows up his calling with 
activity and perseyerance ? A sluggard 
desireth and hath nothing, whatever his 
trade may be. What then can he hope to 
win who calls himself a Christian and 
neither learns of Christ as his teacher, 
nor follows him as his Master, nor serves 
him as his Prince ? Salvation is not by 
works, but it is salvationyr(?;/i idleness ; we 
are not saved because we are earnest ; but 
he who is not earnest has great reason to 
question whether he is saved. 

Do you know a Christian who never 
attends week-day services, and only comes 
to public worship once on the Sunday? 
** He is not working at it much." Do you 
know a professor who is not engaged in the 
Sabbath School, the Visiting Society, the 
Tract Association, or in any other form of 
usefulness? "He is not working at it 
much." Do you know a man who gives 
little or nothing to the work of the Lord, 
neglects family prayer, never says a word 
for Jesus, and never intercedes for perish- 
ing souls? "He is not working at it 
much." Perhaps he la t\ie\iee»\» \Ol^sl^^\ 
biB religion and does wt tJoM^Bs. \\* ^^"t^ 



\ 



and in the present cas( 
that a man's religion is 
when "he does not worl 
Our Lord does not 
Christian life as a dainty 
warfare and a strnggL 
*' strive to enter in at th« 
never suggests to us tl 
into his rest if we are n( 
his yoke. Faith saves 
faith which worketh b 
salvation is wrought in 
both as to willing and d* 
are to work it out with fea 
which also by his grace Tf 



THE WITHERING OF UNBELIEF. 



'* Let them all he confounded and turned hack that 
hate Zion. Let them be as the grass upon the housC' 
tops, which withereth afore it groweth up : wherewith 
the mower Jilleth not his hand; nor he that hindeth 
sheaves his bosom.** — ^Psalm oxxix. 5, 6, 7. 



** NoTWiTHSTANDiNa the humidity of the 
season^ the grass crop on Wandsworth 
Bridge will not be submitted to tender this 
year." This witty paragi'aph, taken from 
the ^^ South London Press" an interesting 
local paper, of May 25, refers to a bridge 
upon which there is little traffic. Of course 
the grass will not be mown, for it has no 
depth of earth to grow upon, and is of no 
value. 

The text which we have quoted here 
finds an illustration. It is true a bridge 
is not a house-top, but in scantiness of 
soil it is much the same. The opponents 
of the gospel are very numeiowa, Wt» tWj 
never come to anything \ xXi'S^ ^x^ ^^^'^ 
confounded before they can ^^ ^'^\»'^^^ 



nave ultimately pass( 
scarcely any memorial I 
belief is an unhealthy 
plant; there is nothiuj 
neither seed for the so^ 
the eater ; it is not eve 
fodder the cattle with ; 
mankind find it uns 
Bationalists should nevei 
of their favourite scheme 
of a long series of short: 
will be sure to wither be 
be denounced by some ot 
vanced thinkers. Infide 
of old under the Hivites a 
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shaken her head at thee." It were well if 
this sacred confidence were more common 
among ns ; for it is to be deplored that, as 
each crop of the housetop grass of unbelief 
springs up, much unjustifijable alarm is 
manifested, and this does most of the mis- 
chief. There is really no cause to fear 
things so essentially feeble and self- 
destructiye as systems of unbelief. The 
wooden guns of the Chinese are not more 
ridiculous than the philosophies of infidels. 

^ Ashamed they flj, they start aloof, 
Each foe of Sion flies ; 
They are as grass upon the roof, 
. That ere th' uprooting dies ; 

AVhcre no glad store may reaper find 

To fin his gathering hand, 
Nor high their bosom heap, who bind 

The sheaves in wreathed band. 

Where never traveller as he past, 
Did prayer or greeting frame, 

Or say * God's blessing o er thee last 
We bless you in God's name,' *' 



.» • 



** Touched with the feeling of ou 
Ileb. iv. 15. 

** The king also himself passed 
Kidron,"^2 Sam. xv. 23. 



^^The Queen and Me 
Yesterday Her Majesty the 
from Windsor Castle a telegn 
to Kochdale, expressing her d 
with Mr. John Bright in tl 
bereavement he is now «m 
Bright acknowledged Her 1 
"-^oiMAration." — Daily Net 
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quietly sent — "When thou passest through 
the waters I will be with thee." 

No doubt the fact that the Queen herself 
has experienced a never-to-be-forgotten 
bereavement has made her heart tender 
towards those who suffer in like manner ; 
she understands the Badness of a lonely 
heart through having lost the well-beloved 
partner of her life. We all of us learn 
sympathy by being made familiar with 
suffering. The same truth holds good in 
the higher sphere of the perfect human 
nature of our Lord Jesus Christ. He was 
in this respect made perfect through suf- 
fering^ and consequently he hastens to send 
by his Spirit assurances of sympathy to 
all his afflicted people^ assurances which 
shall be a sacred balm for their sorrows^ 
and cause them to find a honeyed sweet- 
ness in their cups of gall. 

" There is no heart like the heart of Jesus, 
Filled with a tender lore : 
Not a throb or throe our hearts can know, 
But he suffered before.*' 

How greatly these kindly deeds of her 
Majesty tend to secure thfe lo^^Wrj ^1 ^'^ 
BuhjectB and to set Tq.^t oh \i\^ "^"^ "^^ 
estimation of her p^o^\Q. TclQk^'^^J^ 
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^ar own Lord and Kin» 

lies in 1,,%, ? ""^"^ ^JS CO] 

"Let his dear love our heart 

I hat perfect lore wUch i 

■^"itr^etHpsannastoHfa 

Through Heaven's rastd 
ever I " 



BENEFIT OF TEIAL. 



** Patience worketh experience, and experience^ 
hope.** — RonL v. 4. 

<* Tky servant slew both the lion and the hear: and 
tki$ uncircwncised Philistine shall be as one of 
them."--! Sam. zvii. 86. 



rHB '^Times,'* May 23rd, says :— 

'^ Experiments are to be resumed at 

hoeburyness for the purpose of gaining 

formation as to the penetrative power of 

\el and wrought-iron projectiles and the 

istance of specially prepared targets. 

Be of the results already obtained nave 

duced most unexpected and surprising 

eriences, the most remarkable being 

id during a trial of a composite steel 

iron target. When fired against the 

face of the target, the projectiles 

3 up badly, but when the target was 

sed the shot not only penetrated the 

wrought iron, \)w£ ^^tl\» O^'^'sssl 
h the steel a& ^^"ft., "^"^^^ '"^^ 
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ries of troubles ; but instead thereof, 
le projectile by its passage through the 
is prepared to pass through the steel, 
lie earlier trials of the believer render 
capable of enduring those which are 
more terrible. Sanctified trials are 
our destruction but our instruction, 
our breaking but our making, 
here are great wonders in the mate- 
world, and there are equal marvels 
he spiritual world. Only by experiment 
ihe gunners at Shoeburyness come to 
erstand the results of their science, 
only by experience can believers under- 
d the influence of trials when God 
jtifies them by his grace. Oft^n are 
3ngineers surprised by their discoveries, 
even more often is this the case with 
jrimental Christians. It would seem 
dble to drive a shot through anything 
ther it be iron or steel, and so all 
Lgs are possible to him that believeth; 
the projectile can do most when it has 
)me most compact, and so can the 
ever when he is most consolidated by 
I. A hard target can be penetrated by 
:ill harder shot, and Yfh^n \^^ \si^<^\» 
2 great difficulties we iclvx^\» \rt^^ I's^ 
vat heart ; firm oppo^XWoxi. xsixissiJ^ '^'^ 



we have first slain b 

bear. Weapons inter 

must be annealed in 

go to the proof-hoi 

trusted in action, an 

to ride Atlantic bill- 

a thousand blows fro: 

they are launched. 

when truly sanctified: 

and by bearing we 

Through affliction pj 

perfect work, that w 

entire, wanting noth 
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WATCHING. 



made our prayer unto our God, and set a 
gainst them day and nighty — Neh. iy. 9. 

m stand upon my watdi,** — Hab. ii. 1. 

.old, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that 
^ and keqteth his garments.** — Bey. xyL 15. 



Daily NewSy' May 27, in speaking of 
rder countries, says : " Every parish 
vmship in old times had its watchers 

forts and passes. In the 'Leges 
iarum,' compiled by William Nichol- 
shop of Carlisle, we can read the names 

fords and the appointed sentinels, 
the watch along the water of Warn, 
Vam-mouth to Doxford Bum, Wil- 
[aners to set one watchman between 
ise and the Blake dyke,' and so forth, 
atesman had to keep a keen eye on 
icon where the fire shone out, when 
)ts or Armstrongs crossed the march, 
svhosoever bydes from the fray, or 
tgain while the beak.evi^:>\3LYV^s>^^^^Jv'^ 
as partaker to t\\^ ^n^mv^'ei ' ""SX^k^ 
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there was quick mounting on horse, tufts 
of lighted straw were fastened on the spear- 
liends, and the slot dc^B were set on tlie 
trail." 

In this manner alone could the inliali- 
tants of the border hold their lands or 
even their lives, and their condition is a 
striking pictnre of the »piritual position 
of every child of Qod while yet he Bojourus 
here hclow. We ore in an enemy's country, 
and that enemy may at any moment pounce 
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sleepless yigilance^ ready to sound an 
alarm at any moment. When the enemy 
draws near, believers should never *'byde ' 
from the fraj, but each one should take 
his part in the struggle^ like a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ : and so long as the con- 
troversy lasts he must not shun the fields 
or turn again ** while the beacon bums," 
lest he be ''holden as partaker with the 
enemies." This is a time in which 
Jentinels are peculiarly necessary, and in 
kvhich sleeping at the post is a seven-fold 
;reachery. ** Let us not sleep as do others, 
)ut let us watch and be sober." The love 
)f peace throws many off their guard, 
rhey close their eyes to the errors and 
jins which are invading the church, and 
to secure a name for being charituhky but 
lurely it is ill to receive praise for neg- 
igence, and obtain favour by com- 
3romising truth. If damage be done by 
>ur fear of being charged with bigotry, 
3ur Lord will call us to account, and it 
will be a poor consolation to be able to 
remember that we thereby earned the 
praises of men. It is no recommendation 
to a warrior when the king's enemies are 
enraptured with him, and in o\xt o^u eas^^ 
bere is doable reason to ivatdi oux ^"^^^ 
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w aicn, wDue 
Watch, lest teiii] 

Watch, Christ 
Watch, for the f 

Watch, for th< 
Watch, lest the I 

Watch, thougl 

-t Chase slumber £ 

Chase doubtin 

Thine is the pro 

Of heaven's e 

^ Watch, Christia 

Thy Saviour ^ 

Till from His bn 

Great drops o 
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MOOEE'S EEMONSTEANCE. 



*' Should such a man as 7/ee?"— Neh. vi. 11. 
^ He that endureth to the end shall be saved,"- 
atthew z. 22. 



N Tuesday, May 28th, Earl Bnssell died. 
1 biographical notices given by most of 
le papers allusion is made to the 
reposition of Lord John Bussell to 
tire from public life while yet a young 
an in consequence of some serious dis- 
mragement which he had received. It 
stated that he was deterred from so 
)ing by the expostulations of Thomas 
!oore, and quotations are made from 
le ''Remonstrance" which that sparkling 
)et addressed to him. On reading the 
)em it struck us at once that many of 
le remarks would apply in other and 
gher senses to any Christian who ahoald 
> tempted to withdraw Yam^l ^«cjl*^^^ 
Tice of his Lord. T\v^ ^-^^ ''^'^'^ 
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Thou, bom oi a xvu&acxi — 
I run 

The accustomed career of 
same 
As the eaglet's to soar wi 
sun! 

^ Whose nobility comes to th 

.f ^ seal 

Far, far more ennobling 1 
! set. 

With the blood of thy ra 
^ the weal 

^ Of a nation, that swears i 

yet! 

! Shalt thou be faint-hearted 

strife, 
T^ivnn the mighty arena 
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it down in despair or retire into in- 
rlorions ease ? Serving a Lord who 
ipared not his heart's blood for man's 
•edemption, and following in the track of 
housands of martyrs who counted not 
heir liyes dear unto them, shall we 
leliishlj shun self-denial and * avoid 
•eproach? No, by God's grace, let us 
lever dream of timorous silence, nor 
;hink for an instant that our light can be 
ipared from the darkening horizon of our 
limes. We may have neither eloquence 
lor genius, but such as we have we will 
jonsecrate to the last moment of our lives 
o him who hath bought us by his 
)recious blood. We may address to every 
imorous heart the closing verse of Tom 
iloore, altered to suit the case. 

llins ransomed, thou never canst sleep in thd 
shade ; 
If the stirrings of imptilse, the terror of 
fame, 
Lnd the charms of thy cause have not power 
to persuade, 
Yet think how to Jesus thou'rt pledged by 
thy name. 

He who wears the name of Christian is 
worn to sustain the cause oi Go&.wcv^\.\\iS5^ 
ith the last drop that wana&\i\^N^\\^»»» 
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thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God." Our petitions will 
be understood by our Father who seeth in 
secret, for he has appointed prayer to be 
the means of communicating with himself. 
H. C. would be very foolish not to ad- 
vertise if by so doing his poverty can be 
supplied : is it not the height of folly to 
restrain prayer before God ? Who would 
not ask, when it is written — " Ask and ye 
shall receive " ? 

"jy. G, wants moneyr Of this he seems 
to be well aware ; but there is another 
deeper and more pressing want which 
belongs to all men, and yet very few 
persons appear to be conscious of it. The 
great want of the soul is Christ: to 
obtain an interest in Jesus and his sal- 
vation is the one thing needful, but men 
let this go and put a very secondary 
matter into its place : hence H. C. wants 
money, and all the other letters of the 
alphabet want this also. Money is called 
by many ** the needful," and the getting 
of it is styled '*minding the main chance." 
Many men will continue to want moiie^ 
to the end of the chapt^T •, W\» V^ ^V^ 
wants grace may have \V. lot Gcl<^ ^^^^^"^ 
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happy sign if we coirta net 
and millions more were 
declaring that they want m< 
^^ff.G, wants money" Ho 
want it? Has he been 
freel^^ or is he ont of a siti 
he he sick ? If he wants i 
in good healthy why does ! 
j II himself? Why does he d 

\ I . by beg^ng ? A host of q 
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desires need cutting down, and if he 
could be conteutqd witU wh^t he has his 
wants would vanish. We know many 
whose means are very slender, whose 
property might all be tied up in a handker-» 
chief, and yet they do not want, for they 
live upon the perpetual supplies of thq 
Great Lord of providence, aud they hear 
him saying, ** Trust in the Lord and do 
good ; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and 
verily thou shalt be fed." True riches 
belong to those who have God for their 
portion. Between the words God and 
6^(?W there is but little difference in letters, 
but an infinite difference in sense. Gold 
in millions can never fill the heart of man, 
but God is able to make the heart 
supremely blessed even when no outward 
possessions are within reach. Beader, do 
not be a gold worshipper, " for the love of 
money is the root of all evil " ; be 2k 
worshipper of God, for the love of God is 
the source of all good. 

A word in the ear of those who want to 
make their fortunes. The Bible tells you 
how your fortune can be made. It will do 
you good to look out the passage for 
jouraeJ^ especially if yoxx foWo^ Slye^ %^\^\jl 
advice. See Mattheyr vi. %%. 



SIKEfflS OF THE IRONCL 



"HoiB are tAt mighlj/ /atltn, and the wu 
tear periihtd." — 3 Sttmnel i. S7. 

" Ye see my caslinj down and are aft 
Job vi, 21. 
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a shot at the hnge ironclad, bnt it perished 
by a friend, and that not by treachery but 
by pure mischance. There was scarcely a 
ripple upon the waters, but the smooth- 
ness of the sea did not secure the proud 
vessel from sinking into the deep ; the air 
was clear, the accident was not occasioned 
by a fog, but no result came from this 
circumstance except that the destruction 
was the more visible to the astonished 
spectators. Thus too have men who 
seemed capable of great deeds perished 
before our eyes by the hand of one of their 
own comrades, and that not by wicked 
intent but by an unwise movement never 
meant to involve such ruin. A hasty word 
has been spoken, evil feelings have been 
aroused, and the injured man has no 
longer been numbered with the professing 
people of God. We never dreamed that 
such a result could happen, and yet it has 
occurred when all has been apparently going 
well : there has been no persecution, no 
heresy, no schism, but the man has been 
offended, and has passed away. It seemed 
as if none could injure the ironclad pro- 
fessor, and yet in an instant he has ceased 
to be a member of the squadxoii. '^^V'»s'^ 
looked on awe-stricken aa \v^ \\^x^ ^^^^ 
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habitants of Seir, erery one helped to 
destroy another." One school of nnbelief 
effectually sweeps away another. So let 
it be. In perfect peace the true believer 
may, " stand still and see the salvation of 
God." Already over scores of ironclad 
infidelities we may sing, ** the depths have 
covered them, they sank into the bottom 
like a stone." 

The fishing boats in the neighbourhood 
of the huge monitors did admirable ser- 
yice by rescuing many of the drowning 
sailors, and so may true-hearted men 
hover around the huge infidelities of the 
period, and snatch here aud there a sink- 
ing doubter from destruction. It would 
be idle for smacks and luggers to attack 
an ironclad; they can far better dis- 
tinguish themselves by coming to the 
rescue in the hour of distress ; and in the 
same way simple-minded believers, who 
know nothing of controversy, can do a 
vast amount of service by bringing sal- 
vation to those who are ready to perish. 
Let us not argue, but let us love. We 
will not confront the sceptical with reason- 
ing, but, by God's Spirit, Yf(i ^vVV %a.^<^ 
them by the gospel aui \ii \i^\^^\^^ 
prnyer. 



TESTS rOE DIAMONDS. 



rieth the righteovsy—'Piaiia xL 6, 
is and iHj) ktart." — Paalm isri. i 



The following letter Bnggeata thooghl:- 

"to TIIB editor of the TIME8. 

"Sir, — Already a panic Beema to Iia 
teen created by the report in The ' Tim 
of to-day of franda in connection wi 
imitation jewelry Eind diamonds known 
the ' Waterkloof.' It may allay ran' 
misapprelienBion if tliose of your readt 
who have recently pnrchaaed diamonds 
■which they haTC any doiiht would eubii 
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True faith m God is a gem more 
precious than the diamond, but alas! 
aoong his many inventions, man has 
found out how to imitate faith, and he 
has done it so well that to the external 
observer it is difficult to tell the spurious 
article from the faith of God's elect ? It 
can however be known by trial, and the 
great owner of all the true faith in the 
world is very careful to apply fitting tests 
in due time. So sure is he to put all 
grace to the proof that experienced men 
have made bold to say that untried faith 
is not faith at all. 

• Sometimes the small steel file which 
the Lord uses is the preaching of the word. 
Searching doctrines unpalatable to the un- 
renewed mind are brought forward, and 
the mere pretender is offended. Our Lord 
on one occasion uttered certain hard 
sayings, and the file operated so effec- 
tually that many went back and walked no 
more with him : but his true disciples did 
not go away, for they said '*To whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life." The preaching of a faithful 
minister will act as a file diacemin^ 
between the true aui \j\i^ 1^'afc, ^yss^'^Sa^ 
written, '*It thou tak.^ fex\.\i>iXi^^^'^^^^^^ 
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shine with the brightness of the terrible 
crystal, and the more fully is he recognised 
by the eyes of the watchers, and the holy 
ones, as being precious in the sight of the 
Lord. 

The common temptattons of life sub 
another file, and in the hand of God serre 
valuable purposes as tests. The cares of 
this world, the deceitfulness of riches, the 
passions of the flesh, and the suggestions 
of Satan, soon detect the paste gem, while 
none of these things operate to the 
destruction of the real diamond of God. 
He is of a nature which through divine 
grace defies the file ; he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God ; the evil 
one toucheth him not. An inward 
loathing of iniquity, a fear of himself, and 
a watchfulness wrought in him by the 
Holy Spirit, enable the Christian to resist 
the assaults of temptation, and to come off 
more than conqueror. " This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our 
faith." 

The ordinary trials of daily life suffice 
to detect the counterfeit faith of some 
men. So far from " resisting unto blood 
striving against sin," t\ie^ «tt^ ti^rX* ^^^ 
'io endure Josses and croa?ie,a ot ^'^ ^ssa'^ 



TOR DIAM0ND3: 

at the rebellion of their 
, and they cast off their 
ice to God because they 
eals hardly with them. 
: believer; he endnreth 
are the afflictioos of the 
e Lord delivereth faim 

; and his beanty is not 
trersities, but he comes 
e altogether unscathed. 
-ate terribly upon all the 

of false religion, utterly 
;tre and discoTcriug its 
he nearness of eternity 

turns his doubt into 
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£6 the irembling and alarm of the 
detected formali3t. 

Do any of our readers question their 
salvation ? Do they desire that their ap- 
prehensions may be allayed ? Let them 
apply the file of self-examination. Taking 
the word of God in their hand, and 
observing carefally the marksand evidences 
of the child of God, let them see if their 
spot is the spot of God's children. Let 
them enquire whether their faith is rest- 
ing alone upon the blood and merits of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; whether it is simple 
and undivided, having no lingering or 
hankering after legal hope and carnal con- 
fidence. Let them examine whether their 
faith works by love and purifies the soul ; 
whether it leads them to desire communion 
with God, and likeness to him, and 
whether it enables them to seek the glory 
of the Most High rather than their own 
selfish ends and aims. Such questions 
as these will be like the use of the file, 
and will soon discover the stuff which we 
are made of ** Examine yourselves," 
says the apostle, "whether ye be in the 
faith ; prove your own selves. Know 
je not jour own selves, \\a^ ^^\» ^'^'^x^^ 
Christ is in you, except ^^Aq^^^^'^O^^'^^'^''^ 
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So man efionld hesitate to apply thia file 
ffith solemn eamestncBSi if he dreads 
.he test, his heeitatioa may Bn^est & 
Kilemn suspicion to his heart. Are yon 
ifraid to try yourselves ? It is more 
.han probable that yon have grave caiwe 
'or the fear. Bat are yon willing to 
K tested, and, lesi your own test should 
DC inaiitlicient, do you cry " Search ine, 
jod, and know my hciirt, try me, ami 
■inoiv my ttioiights, and aco it' there Itc 
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"/ vnll save yov^ arid ye shall he a blessing" — 
Zech. viii. 13. 

** When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and 
when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me: because 
I delivered the poor that aied and the fatherless, 
and him that had none to help himJ* — 

Job. xxix. 11, 12. 



The *' Sussex Bailij News^' of June 6th, 
has the following quotation and remark: — 

" * The path of a Pope must be strewn 
with blessings.' Such is the neat and 
appropriate sentiment attributed to Leo 
XIII." 

So far as the history of a Pope has 
come under our own observation it has 
rather been strewn with curses than with 
blessings. Pio Nono at any rate appeared 
to be exceedingly voluble when delivering 
a tirade, and could fulminate an anathema 
as neatly and appropriately as any other 
dealer in strong language. Happily we 
have reason to believe that his denun- 
ciations were not much more effectual thaa 
hh benedictions. It cvOLv^'t ^'^ ws& ^^"^^^ 
other had any effevit ^\. ^ '"^ ^"^^^ 



HWIS WITH BLEBSIKfiS. 

operated by the rale 
lose whom he cnrsed ma 
Old thoae whom he blesse 
" save OS from our friend. 

as & matter of fact hii 
re HO barren of all resnltt 
ply to them the hnes oi 
;nda," which describe the 
reat red hat when he had 
rqnoise ring: 

e with a dignified loot, 
.iidtc, bis beU, and hia LioukI 
d pious grief, 
Led tlie rascaltj thief! 
It boai'ti, he c 
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Neyer was heard sucli a terrible curse ! ! 

But what gave rise 

To no little surprise, 
Nobody seemed one penny the worse ! ^ 

True, there was a certain thievish jack- 
daw which began to pine and lose its 
feathers, but we do not believe that Pio 
Nono ever managed to injure even a 
sparrow or a spider with his bulls and ex- 
communications. 

Let us hope that Leo XIIT. intends to 
abound in benisons, but even if he does 
so we suspect that nobody will seem one 
penny the better. However it will be all 
the better for Leo himself if he will learn 
to lie down with the lamb. 

If from the quotation we take out the 
word " Pope," and write ** Christian," the 
sentiment will be more neat and appropriate 
than ever — "The path of a Christian 
must be strewn with blessings." God 
has blessed him unspeakably in Christ 
Jesus, and he should therefore bless God 
with all his heart and soul. The promise 
is " I will bless thee, and thou shalt be a 
blessing," and every child of believing 
Abraham should endeavour to b<i ^ 
blessing to all those t\\at aT^ tqxjixA ^^"^ 
bim, according to that an^v^Ti^. coixexisx 
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promise. Like David, the believer shonld 
blesB hia household ; nay, more, like the 
high priest of old he should bless all the 
people. Hia words should impart the bles- 
siug of instructiou and his life should 
confer the blessing of holy einmple. His 
private prayers sbouM bring dowa inno- 
in('i-,.l I.' !■! -li'-- from heaven, and his 
]i J 1 ■ ■ !'.: with pity and lore 

shi'ii ■'.'''' iiiid needy of enrtli, 

Tii'j M';'., [I.i' ,i.nii' luil.iind the deapondin^ 
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^ UnstahU as water^ thou shcdt not excel.''* — 
Gen. xliz. 4. 

** Surely men of low degree are vanity^ and men of 
high degree are a lie," — ^Fsalm Ixii. 9. 



The *' Times,'* June 10, has the following 
from its correspondent at St. Petersburg 
on public opinion in Russia : — *' A. well- 
known Russian journalist, who has had 
abundant opportunities of observing and 
studying the consecutive changes of pub- 
lic opinion among the educated classes of 
his countrymen during the last two years, 
has just published the following results of 
his observations : — 

* July, 1876. — ^Wild enthusiasm. Com- 
plete enchantment with the Servians. De- 
sire for war. 

* October, 1876. — Despondency. Dis- 
enchantment with regard to the Servians ; 
hostility towards them, and regret foi: 
wJjat baa been done for them. 

'November, 1876. — ^Eiit\iws\«.«av Kot 
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seemed. Something like disgust with the 
Eastern Question. Talk aoout getting 
the thing finished anyhow.' 

This curious laconic register, though 
far from complete, is pretty correct so far 
as it goes." 

We insert this as a curious instance of 
the fickleness of the popular mind. He 
who lives to win the approbation of the 
public, eren should he gain it, should set 
but small store by it, for it is as change- 
fnl as the wind and altogether as 
unsubstantial. The multitude one day 
cried, concerning our Saviour, " Hosanna, 
Hosanna," and ere the week was ended 
they aa lustily shouted, "Crucify him, 
crucify him." The apostles at Lystra 
found themselves at one moment in 
danger of being worshipped as gods, but 
the mistake did not last long, for the 
people stoned them before the sun had 
set. The many-headed cry first this thing, 
and then another : " unstable as water," 
they rush to extremes. The war upon 
which they enter with enthusiasm will 
either close with curses at the bloodshed 
lb has entailed, or e\a^ \\» ^"^ ^^ ^^is^ 
iViuminafcfons intend^S. Vi >?iO^^^^^^ "^^ 
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** No mention shall be made of coral or of pearls : 
for the price of wisdom is above rubies,*^ — Job 
xxviii. 18. 

" Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, 
went and sold all that he had, and bought it" — 

Matt. xiii. 46. 



The Paris correspondenfc of the ^^ Daily 
NewSy' of June 11, writes : " The French 
have grown so clever at imitating pearls, 
that a jeweller in this Exhibition shows a 
necklace which purports to be a mixture 
of true pearls and false, and he challenges 
his customers to single out the real ones 
if they can. Nobody had yet succeeded 
when I myself made an ineffectual attempt." 
The art of pearl-making is by no means 
a new discovery ; by various methods imi- 
tation pearls have been manufactured in 
divers countries for many years. The 
French have, however, proved themselves 
superior to all canpetitors. Specimens of 
their artificial productions exhibited at the 
Exposition of 1867 co\\l"iiva\NiXi<5t \sjl S^^>s- 
Instre nor colour \)^ d\«X»m'gQS5^'^^ '^'^T^ 
oriental pearls, eyeu ^\v^ii 'Oa^ ^^^cks 
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nnd the sham were laid side by aid 
are told that there is oiily one 
which they can he detected, and 
by their specific weight, they an 
lighter than the real peorlB. 

There ia " one pearl of great price 
vhose gennineness there can nevi 
qnestion, Imt all the goodly pearls 
tnis world can yield need to bo t 
before we may conclnde them to be 
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Jewels haye since then pASsed away. 
^Behold, all isyanifcyandyexation of spirit.*' 
In a work enticed **The Wonders of 
the Deep/' M. Scheie de Yere tells ns the 
following story, of which we leave our 
readers to draw the moral for themselves : 
'*A dnsky fisherman in the far-off seas 
of India once found a pearl* in an oyster. 
He Ikad heard of such costly gems, and 
Bold it to an Arab for a gold coin which 
maintained him for a whole year in luxury 
and idleness. The Arab exchanged it for 
powder and shot furnished him by a Rus- 
sian merchant on board a trading vessel, 
who even yet did not recognise the dirty, 
dust-covered little ball as a precious jewel. 
He brought it home as a present for his 
children on the banks of the Neva, where 
a brother merchant saw it and bought it 
for a trifle. The pearl had at last found 
one who could appreciate its priceless 
value. The great man — for it was a mer- 
chant of the first class, the owner of a great 
fortune — ^rejoiced at the silent fraud by 
which he had obtained the one pearl of 
great price, without selling all and buying 
it fairly, and cherished it as the pride of 
his heart. Visitors cam<^ fttoci ^^'sslXr* ^^ 
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tliem Id his merchaiit's costnme in & psTi 
plain without but reBplendent inside w 
all tliat human art can do to embcllisl: 
dwelling, and led them silently throti 
room after i-oom, filled with rare collecti( 
and dazzling by the splendour of their or 
nients. At last he opened with his own 1 
the carved folding-doors of an inner ro' 
which surprised the visitor by its appan 
flimplicity. The floor, to be snre, was 
laid with malachite and costly marble, i 
ceUing carved in rare woods, and the wi 
hnng with silk tapestry ; biit there was 
furniture, no gilding, nothing but a rou 
tablcof dark Egyptian marble in the cent 
Under it stood ii Btrong box of npparen 
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f)recious pet to the light that fell from a 
arge grated window above. 

" It was a glorious sight for the lover 
of such things. A pearl as large as a 
small egg, of unsurpassed beauty and mar- 
vellous lustre. The sphere was perfect, 
the play of colours, as he would let it re- 
luctantly roll from his hands over his long 
white fingers down on the dark table, was 
only equalled by the flaming opal, and yet 
there was a soft, subdued light about the 
lifeless thing which endowed it with an 
almost irresistible charm. It was not only 
the pleasure its perfect form and matchless 
beauty gave to the eye, nor the overwhelm- 
ing thought of the fact that the little ball 
was worth any thing an emperor or a 
millionairemightchoosetogiveforit — there 
was a magic in its playful everchanging 
sheen as it rolled to-and-fro — a contagion 
in the rapt fervor with which the grim old 
merchant watched its every flash and flare, 
which left few hearts cold as they saw the 
marvel of St. Petersburg. For such it 
was, and the Emperor himself, who loved 
pearls dearly, had in vain offered rank and 
titles and honours for the priceless gem. 

"A few years afterwama ^ Q«tL%^\T5^^ 
XFas dwovered, and Be\ei^ ^^'^\» ^ssjks^ 
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were aiTested, Among the suspected w 
the merchanb. Taking his one grc. 
treasure with him, he fled to Pari 
Jewellers and amateurs, Frenchmen at 
foreigners, flocked aronnd him, for tl 
fame of hisjewel had long since reacli( 
France. He reftised to show it for 
time. At last he appointed a day wh£ 
hia fp-eat rival in pearls, the famoi 
Dutch banker, the Duke of Bruni 
wick, and other men well known fi 
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^^They that are whole have no need of the physician^ 
hut they that are sick." — Mark ii 17. 

^^Thou sayest, 1 am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and Imowest not 
that thou art toretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
Hind, and fiai(^''— Beyelatioii iii. 17. 



The morning papers of June 13th, con- 
tained an acconnt of the suicide of a 
R^nch nobleman, the Count Aubriet do 
P^vy, who drowned himself in the 
Thames. A letter was found in his clothes 
on the bank, headed ^^Last Impressions of 
Count Aubriet." He had resolved to die, 
the world was but a kind of experimental 
hell, he hoped for a better world, in which, 
inamediateiy after, he should appear in an 
ethereal body. He had great respect for 
Jesus of Nazareth, but this was the only 
resurrection. He had a firm belief that he 
was safe — ^^saved," was rid\c5Vj\o\5i%. 
Count de P4yj has oiAy ^ "NiXJQia \si^tfe 
plainly than usual expressed \!tift ^\^v«nkq^> 
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of mnltitudes. They are so good, 
amiable, bo religtona, that to speak" of t! 
being lost appears to tbem to b( 
ridiculous misuse of terms; and salvat 
for them is an insulting euperflu 
They are "safe" and need not to 
" saved." They thns shut themselves 
of all the benefit of the missioii of 
Saviour, siuce lie came to save, and 
work has to do with Ute lost and no othi 
It is pitiful to see a sinner bo proud t 
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6 despised. Let him serve as a warning 
3 many who are wrapt in the same deadly 
ay-dream. May God arouse them from 
J, or it will be their ruin. Many are the 
lighty ones who have fallen down, slain 
y self-righteousness : — 

''Though Tarious foes against the Truth 

combine, 
Pride above all opposes her design ; 
Pride, of a growtn superior to the rest, 
The subtlest serpent with the loftiest 

crest. 
Swells at the thought, and kindling 

into rage, 
Would hiss the cherub Mercy from the. 

stage." 
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"^ot douitetoKyued.'' — 1 Timotliy iil. 8. 

" Palling aicaj) li/iOfl, speak ivery naii frali sfi 
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politics. Our book of synonyms has a 
very suggestiye list — '^Jinesse, trick, dodge, 
ruse, diplomacy." 

It is earnestly to be hoped that the 
contagion of political example will not 
spread through other classes of the com- 
munity, and yet there is great fear that it 
has already done so. Among the clergy 
there has been no little talk of words used 
in a natural and non-natural sense, and 
many laboured treatises have been com- 
piled to explain away the self-evident 
meaning of language. In polite society it 
used to be customary to deny one's self, 
and '^not at borne" was a fashonable mode 
of lying. This habit has we trust 
come to an end, but many of the com- 
pliments still exacted by etiquette may 
come under the same censure. Men who 
hate each other are full of "My dear Sir,'* 
and call themselves "the obedient 
servants" of persons whom they regard 
with supreme contempt. These are mere 
straws, but they show how the wind 
blows. 

However much falsehood may be 
tolerated by society, it is tio\v^ ^Xi'^ V'^'^^ 
Joathsomo to every pTire-mia4ft^\£kSSi\ ^sA 
it 18 not one whit the leaa sJQomxx'^^ "^ 
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wandering." "He calls her the most wise, 
most imprudent, loveliest, most disagree- 
able, best natured, cruelest woman in the 
world." Other forms of practical con- 
tradiction are common ; some are intoler- 
antly liberal, others are ferocious 
advocates of peace, or intemperate upon 
intemperance. We have known persons 
who were rashly slow, and imprudently 
wise. Hot and cold in five minutes. You 
would think the man to be two persons 
till you revised your opinion and reckoned 
him to be nobody at all because one side 
of his character neutralized the other, 
Nothing is more sad than to see that 
things do not tally in a man's character. 
We have known great pleaders for gener- 
osity who were themselves miserably 
stingy. We have heard of persons who 
have been wonderful sticklers for *Hhe 
truth," meaning thereby a certain form of 
doctrine, and yet they have not regarded 
the truth in matters of buying and selling, 
or with regard to the reputations of their 
neighbours, or the incidents of domestic 
life. ** These things ought not so to be." 
If by speaking the truth we «Ji^»\aa tM 
devil, we must be consiateul m \^ viS^Vi^^ 
as weJivCj or surely the de\\WS\\.^wsi&^o^> 



** The people shall weary 
f vanity.** — Habak. ii. 13. 

' • "By the works of the law shall 

^Gal. ii. 16. 
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nany companions wrecked at their side, 
md if they themselves are fortunate 
mough to sail onward along the track of 
[norality, bearing aloft the flag of re- 
jpectabiUty, they will nevertheless find 
little comfort therein. If at all enlight- 
ened by divine grace they will remain as 
dissatisfied as ever after all their doings 
and feelings, worshippings and pleadings 
and almsgivings ; despite their self-reliant 
diligence they will have made no progress . 
towards the desired haven. Like Vander- 
decken in his endless sailings they are 
doomed to a fruitless toil. It must be so. 
Beaten back after all his efforts the 
moralist makes no headway. 

Why is this ? Let Scripture answer — 
Because they seek it not by faith, but as 
it were by the works of the law. Paul in 
his day bore witness of many self- 
righteous persons that they had a zeal for 
God, but not according to knowledge. 
** For they being ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish 
their own righteousness^ have not sub- 
mitted themselves unto the righteousness 
of God." Successors to these ^tcK)n& os!^ 
BtaU among m, rolling np-hiW. m^^ ^Xi^^c^ ^^ 
SiBfphuB with no more fiUQQ^ei&V»iDfisi\^^ 
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^*Desinng to be teachers of the law; understand- 
ingneither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.*' — 
1 Tim. i. 7. 

^Be not carried about with divers and strange 
doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be 
established with grace.^ — Heb. xiii. 9, 



A CORRESPONDENT of the New York 
^^ Examiner and Ghronkhy^ June 20, 
writing from West Virginia, says : — " Of 
course, things here are in a measure in a 
formative state — even the capital itself is 
not regarded as fully and finally located. 
It is now said to be ^ on a steamboat some- 
where between Wheeling and Charlestown.' 
The last vote of the legislature on it de- 
cided the latter place to be the location 
hereafter." 

In much the same condition are the 
minds of many who claim to be preachers 
of the gospel of ** the aivMict^a ^'jSw^V 
There ia no telling ^laat V\ve^ ^«:^ "Mst 
whereof the J BS&rm^ T\ie7\»\VeH^TL<;2^0^ 
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and therefore they Bpeak, Their creed 
in " a formative state," — nebulous, clond 
They know not what they beliere: it is 
question whether they believe anything 
ml. One of them informed us that 1 
hold his mind in a receptive condition, ai 
rcTised his creed every week at the least- 
8 hiunan jelly-fish, or something mo 
gelatinous still. We fear that even tl 
main and fundamental points of the aton 
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said to them, " How long halt yc between 
two opimons ? If the God of Israel be 
the Lord, serve him ; " and if " cultured 
thought " is to manufacture a god of its 
own, finish the article and let us know 
what it is like. One would think from 
the talk of some men that the promises of 
the gospel were made to doubt and not to 
faitL Their sympathies are all with 
the infidel, whose doubt is decorated as 
" honest " and " thoughtfal." Their ana- 
themas are reserved for the orthodox, who 
are always prejudiced, narrow-minded, and 
stunted. Their charity pours its oil 

Xn all except those homd beings who 
ere to the creed of the Puritans : as 
for those fellows, they despise them with 
all the Cavalier's contempt for psalm-sing- 
ing Roundheads. Nevertheless, we pray 
for all true brethren, that the Ood of all 
grace may stablish and settle them, and we 
desire to be numbered with those who can 
say, **We believed, therefore have we 
spoken." " That which we have seen and 
heard declare we unto you." 



[ 
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because they lack stamina. Hence the 
great importance of maintaining the in- 
ward strength : he who would run well 
must first haye the strength to run 
with. Vital godliness is the chief con- 
sideration, because out of it must come 
all practical godliness. It is clear that 
nothing can come out of a man which 
is not in him ; if therefore grace be at a 
low ebb his life will be shallow, but if the 
life of Ood in his soul be deep and 
vigorous, hia action will be correspondingly 
forcible and energetic. Stimulants are of 
doubtful value at best, but in religion 
stimulants have too often been resorted to, 
and spiritual intoxication has been mis- 
taken for heavenly strength. Attempts 
have been made at making men strong by 
setting them strong men's work, but 
conmion sense tells us that you cannot 
turn a dwarf into a giant by dropping him 
into the big man's boot. 

What is needed to render men capable 
of great deeds is a great nature. The 
heart must be full or the streams of life 
will be shallow. The matter of stamina is 
too often overlooked, but ^^ %£^ ^V^V^^^^ 
to observe it when "WQ C0Ti\ft \ft >ilcka ^r^s^sS^l 
work of the Ohriatiaa M^, ^sA ^»^ "^ 
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marvels by the aid of his divine Bpiiit, 
but till then the work of the Lord will 
languish. 

0>ntinuance in holy service is the test 
of spiritual energy ; many run well for a 
time, and it is not the pace which kills 
them, but the length of the course draws 
upon their slender store of energy, and by 
and by they drop from the front, and are 
found far back in the rear, utterly beaten. 
Well did the Saviour say to his disciples, 
" He that shaU endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved." Nothing but the 
unfailing power of God himself can enable 
the believer to keep up the pace from the 
beginning to the end of his Christian life. 
Happy is he who is enabled to do this, yea, 
blessed is he who shall at the last be able 
to exclaim with Paul, "I have finished 
iny course, I have kept the faith : hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me at that 
day : and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing." 

To obtain stamina we must be more 
real and intense to begvu ^\VX\,^^\ssa^ 
resort moxe continually lo \)cia ^'jyox.^^ ^^ 
Btrengbh, we must f eeOl mox^ ^^%^^1 '^'^^ 
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" Ye strain at a gnat^ and swaUoio a cameV*- 
Matthew xxiii. 24. 



The ^^TirmSy^ June 22nd, reports a ^eech 
of Mr, Burt in the House of Commons, 
which contains the following : — " He 
thought that in certain parts of the country 
it might be desirable to abolish blasting 
in co^-mines altogether, and, as a general 
rule, blasting should be entirely prohibited 
wherever it was absolutely necessary that 
the safety-lamp should be used. It was 
absurd to hedge about a small flame of 
less than one inch and to deal recklessly 
with a flame which might be hundreds of 
times as great." 

We are entirely of Mr. Burt's opinion; 

there cannot be a second judgment upon 

it. We would carry the same thought 

into morals and religion, for th&To^ ^^ 

peiBouB wio think a great AftsiN. ^\ Xsc^sss^!^ 

oSenoGB against the xnleB oi ^\^\.^^«^ 
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firom the goose^ and no law has been able 
to reach them. We still strain at gnats 
and swallow camels. 

Conscience, which some cry np as God's 
vicegerent in the heart of man seems to 
be a very imperfect monitor in the case of 
many persons ; it lays on its strokes heavily 
concerning a minor offence, and flogs with 
a feather when the transgression is really 
great in the sight of God. The fact is that 
when conscience is unenlightened its judg- 
ment is misleading, and it will make more 
of a mote than of a beam. 

A little of Mr. Burt's common sense 

vrould be invaluable both to morcdists and 

religionists. They look to outward actions, 

and neglect the heart. Yet acts are but as 

the flame of one inch in the miner's Davy, 

and the depravity of the heart is a flame a 

thousand times more dangerous. What 

is the filth upon the outside of the cup and 

platter compared with that which lies 

within ? The interior to any one who uses 

the cup is vastly the more important. So, 

too, an ill word which grates upon a single 

ear is instantly condemned, but a false 

doctrine which may slay a l\vo\)A'asA ^xi^ 

j8 allowed to spread, and to ^to^^\» ^^^sxi^ 

it 18 accounted bigotxy. ^^\i^^^\ift?^^^'^ 
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** Will ye also go away? " — John vi. 67. 
** Demos hath forsaken we, having loved this 
present wot Id" — 2 Tim. iv. 10, 



The ^^ Daily News,'' of Jnne 22nd, in an 
article npon the character of the men in 
the British army, says: — "One great cause 
of misconduct is that few men enlist de- 
liberately, but rather take the shilling as a 
means of escaping temporary trouble of 
some sort. Either a man is temporarily 
out of work, or he has a quarrel with his 
sweetheart, or he wishes for a while to 
keep out of the way of the police. Com- 
paratively rarely does he become a soldier 
from a conyiction that it is an honourable 
mode of earning a living, and that there 
are some extremely good prizes to be won. 
Hence speedy repentance, and if he is 
unable to purchase his d\aQj[v^T^<^ \sfc ^^ 
^eqnently in desperation ^l^?iX, Wi oi^^s^ 
that he mimt be disco^ex^d, ^om^^^^^cesss^., 
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useless article, snch as a broom o: 

boot." 

It seems then that very moch de 
npon the maimer of the enlistrnf 
soldiers, and we are quite sure that 
yoong converts everything depends 
tlic reason for ttieir enrolment i: 
nnuy of Clirist. If they meroly coi 
Christ liC'causo (hoy nn 
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righteousness^ and that in it lies all their 
hope of eternal salvation : they must in a 
word be renewed in the spirit of their 
minds, or they will soon be the prey of 
temptation, and the church will be filled 
with alarm at the large number of 
deserters. 

Our Lord was always anxious that men 
should be saved, but he was never in a 
hurry to gather nominal disciples. When 
the scribe said to him '^Master, I will 
follow thee whithersoever thou goest," he 
did not reply, as many of us would have 
done, with a pressing invitation, and an 
enthusiastic welcome, but he was far more 
wise in his procedure, for he replied, **Tho 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests ; but I, the Son of man, have 
not where to lay my head." Jle put 
before him the poverty of the Captain and 
the hard fare of the soldier. When the 
multitude thronged around him, he did 
not commence taking their names, en- 
rolling them as his converts, and counting 
heads in order to publish astounding 
statistics, but on the contrary he sifted 
them with words like thaae \ " y^\.\V^^ 
rerilf, I Bay unto jou, Xei «ft*^ \si&,\ssi^ 
because ye saw the mitofc^^.^ixx^* \i^^''2i»s 
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from US, but they were not of us ; for if 
they had been of us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us : but they went 
out, that they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us.*' He who 
wrote these words was of a loving nature, 
and never formed a harsh judgment, and 
therefore from his verdict we conclude 
that the backslidings and apostasies 
which weaken the visible church of Christ 
are caused by a want of reality at the 
commencement of the religious life. 
There was no root, and therefore the 
plant withered when the sun was risen 
with burning, heat. There was no call to 
the soldier's life, or the reputed warrior of 
the cross would not have so shamefully 
deserted the colours. Hence the stern 
necessity of our being careful in examining 
all candidates, and honest in warning them 
of their responsibilities. 

" Have ye counted the cost ? 
Have ye counted the cost, 
Ye warriors of the Cross ? 
Are ye fixed in heart, for your Master's sake, 

To suffer all earthly loss ? 
Can ye bear the scoff* of the worldly-wise, 

Asje pass by pleasure^ a '\io^c«. 
To watch with, your Lord ont\ieTXio\«v\."MSxAj3S 

^Tirough the weary m\dxv\^X.\!^^^^'^' 
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Do ye answer, 'We can,' 
Do ye ioswei", 'We can,' 
Thro' Ilia love'a constraining power? 
But do _ve remember, ilie flrali is neafc, 

And shrinks in the trial-honr ? 
^'et yield to his hand, who around jou now, 

The cordsof a man would cast 1 
The bands of biatove.iriiD vnmitten. for jva, 
To the altar binding jon fasL 

111 flic power of hia might! 
In the power of bis might! 
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^The woman said. The serpent beguiled me, and 1 
did ca/."— G^en. iii 13. 

^^Eveiy man shall bear his own burden.^ — 
Gal. tL 5. 



The ^^ South London Press" June 22nd, 
reports the following, among a number of 
other cases of unjust weights and 
measures : — " A.B., cheesemonger. One 
machine. Defendant said he paid a scale- 
malcer 10s. 6^. to attend to it, and the 
neglect was his. The chairman said one 
of the first things defendant should have 
attended to was the correctness of his 
scales and weights. Fined £1. Defendant 
thought the scalemaker ought to pay the 
fine. The Clerk : "We look to you ; we 
have nothing to do with the scalemaker." 
National law is based upon the principle 
of personal responsibility, and it will not 
allow a transgressor to ^ftci«5^\s^ ^^^^ixsN?^ 
that be has shifted tti^ XixxxftL^Ti o/l ^^^ 
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Yet this truth is too 
the background. In rel 
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can receire the new birth on behalf of 
another^ nor can another man's faith excuse 
ns from believing in Jesns. Sanctification 
is not a boon to be vicarionslv received^ any 
more than heaven can be vicarionsly 
enjojed. A man may fancy that he pays 
a priest or a minister to do his religion for 
him^ just as the tradesman paid the 
scalemaker^ but the law ooes not 
recognise the transaction^ it deals with 

Erincipals only. We cannot leave our 
eavenl;^ business in the hands of a 
clergyman as we place our secular 
concerns in the hands of a lawyer, we 
must believe in Jesus Christ on our own 
account or judgment will go against us. It 
is true that in the matter of our justifi- 
cation before God we have been redeemed 
by the blood of our Substitute and are 
accepted in his imputed righteousness, but 
in the practical application of the blessings 
thus procured everything must be direct 
and personal. Another may procure us food, 
but he cannot eat or digest it for us : 
Jesus has become our bread from heaven, 
but we must individually partake of him 
if we would live for ever. Another may 
bring ua a candle, \)\x.ti ^^ ^^\scva\» ^'^ "^i*^ 
light except witTa ovxic o^\i xv^\Qi^^ '^^^ 
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^^ Beloved, believe not every apmt, but try the 
spirits whether they are of God,** — 1. John iv. 1. 
" Be not c/ec«tr«jrf."— Gal. vi. 7. 



Several papers contain an adyertisement 
commencing as follows : — 

•'Beware of Spurious Imitations." 

This is very useful and necessary advice, 
and we cannot do better than urge people 
of all ranks and ages to follow it. 

Beware of spurious imitations of the 
gospel. There are several of them now on 
sale. One especially is much in vogue in 
these days, and secures a vast amount of 
patronage : it is the ritualistic gospel, in 
which Christ is displaced by the priest, 
and the work of the Spirit by sacramental 
efficacy. Instead of faith in the atoning 
blood we are taught confidence in the 
parish priesfc, and instead ot x^^^Kt^et^x'^^ 
by the Holy Ghost we ai^ x,o\^o^ ^tsk^ 
birth throttgh the o^eTtvWoxL ol ^* 
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applied by a clergyman. In order to sell 
tms aiticle it is dona up in tasteful 
medifeval wrappera, and warranted to be 
the old original priniitife mixture; butit ia 
a base cheat. With half an eye you can 
see that it is not fine flour, but Roman 
cement, the old Popish mixture which has 
rained such multitudes and will certainly 
destroy all who place their confidence in 
it. Of all cheate it is one of the most 
imTJiideut, but the pretty wraimera cntiiie 
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ten thonsand equally absurd infallibilities 
which have preceded it. "We are ready to 
accept all that science teaches us when it 
has made up its mind what it is. We never 
despise knowledge, but on the contrary 
secK after it as for hidden treasure ; but 
we do not want to be duped by conjectures 
and fooled by speculations. We are glad 
to receive all that the observation of 
intelligent minds can discover for us 
concerning the wonderful works of the 
Lord, but we must beware of spurious 
imitations. There are learned men, — and 
learned men. One class of savans mis- 
takes assertion for proof, and sneering for 
logic ; from such we turn away. It is 
written of certain persons, "professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools," 
and we know the family is not extinct ; 
therefore we would look before we leap. 

Beware also of spurious holiness: a 
holiness which has ceased ^om conflict 
with sin, which knows nothing of inward 
corruption, has no transgressions to con- 
fess, and has no need of watchfulness and 
holy anxiety. It is very easy to amass 
a great fortune in Russia ■\\i^\,T^<;i^ \1 ^^^ 
will accept paper roubles, ^tv^^^^Osssvl'^'sks. 

at their nominal value, aa^ \t \^ 't^'^^ 
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may be counterfeited by rashness, and 
patience by sullenness. We have known 
impudence to be mistaken for fidelity, and 
mere cant for holy unction. "We fear that 
the solid silver plate of true grace is going 
out of fashion, and everything is German 
silver nowadays ; a very thin deposit 
being quite sufficient to electro-plate the 
basest substance into the likeness of the 
genuine metal. We have lately read in 
the newspapers of violet powder which has 
poisoned little children by the arsenic 
mingled with it, and the parallel of this is 
to be met with every day. Who could 
have suspected death in the puflf-box ? It 
is where we least look for it that the 
greatest deception will be found. There- 
fore prove the spirits whether they be of 
God, and beware of spurious imitations. 

It is almost necessary to say, beware of 
spurious revelations, for nowadays there 
is much talk of spiritual manifestations, 
and strange doctrines are foisted upon the 
world as the utterances of beings from the 
mysterious land of the departed. It is 
forbidden to all the followers of Jehovah 
to have dealings with necromancers, yet 
some religious professors must needs pry 
into the devil's den of deceit. Hath net 
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for with their mouth they show much love, 
but their heart goeth after their coTctous- 
ness." There are such things as spurious 
prayers, like those of the Pharisee, who 
praised himself under pretence of praying 
to God. We have need to be on our watch 
against spurious reviTalists, of whom Paul 
would have said, " They zealously affect you, 
but not well," and against spurious "mis- 
sions," to whose agents may be applied the 
language of the Saviour, " Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye 
compass sea and land to make one proselyte, 
and when he is made, ye make him two- 
fold more the child of hell than yourselves." 
Nothing but truth will be acceptable 
with the Most High, nothing but sterling 
grace will bear even the test of time, much 
less the trying fires of the coming judg- 
ment. "Wood, hay, and stubble are now 
made up into fonns which liken them to 
solid stones fit for the builder's use, and 
for this reason we must the more carefully 
avoid all spurious imitations, lest we suffer 
loss in the day of Christ's appearing. 
Oh, for the abiding teaching of the Holy 
Spirit that we may always b^ ^\A^ \5^ ^^- 
ccrn at once between ttie lixxa ^\A*<Xsr 
false ! 
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SPDRIOUS IMITATIONS. 



To many, life ia all deception j they walk 
as in a vain show. They dwell as if in an 
elfin palace, where everything ia the fiitiric 
of ft Tiaion, and yet seemeth to be substan- 
tial. The walls are of such staff as dreams 
are mado of, yet they account them to be 
builded of hewn stone ; they are hung 
^vith tapestries and aiTas, so the inhabi- 
tants dream, yet are they of the spider's 
spinning, and are cobwebs all, A breatli 
would lav tlie card-house low. and auui- 



THE WATCH-TOWEa 



" Looking diligently . , , , lest any root of 
bitterness springing up trouble you/* — Hob. xii. 15. 

" Behold, how great a matter a little fire kind-' 
/e^A/"— James iii. 6. 



The "Sussex Daily News^ describing the 
new chief fire brigade station of London, 
says : — "A prominent and important feature 
in the building is the watchtower, which 
is about 70ft. high, upon the top of which 
a man is to be on duty day and night, and 
is to be provided with i speakSig-tabe 
communicating with the engine-room, so 
that the reflection of a sudden outburst of 
fire within sight will at once be reported, 
that when the call is received the horses 
and men may all be in readiness." 

This is an admirable emblem of the 
watch which should be maintained by every 
Christian pastor, and inda^A. Vj ^^t^xsst 
stracted believer. "We aYioxJXiiL^^'^ ^^s>:^ 
and night lest the fixe ot «vxi ^qvMl\s^^^ 



of life. Our eye slic 
tlie first uprising of th 
nnger and ill-will ehou 
the cilurch of Christ, 
should be offended, 
house which boms, no: 
apparent in our qnan 
anything which conce: 
church concerns us i 
great a matter a littl 
shonld all be eager ii 
to qnench the tiniest 
become the mother of 
many ways in which t 
break out besides tha 
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Alas ! too many feeem to be of a very 
different mind, for they are amusing them- 
selves with spiritual-dreaming and worldli- 
ness while the fires are raging all around 
them, and men are perishing in them. 
Like Nero they sit fiddling on the top of 
the tower while the city is burning ; they 
are indifferent to the mischief which ought 
to arouse all their zeal. "Woe unto them 
when HE cometh who hath said, " If thou 
dost not speak to warn the wicked from 
his way, the wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity ; but his blood will I require at 
thine hand." believer, stand upon thy 
watch-tower, and weary not in doing 
sentry's duty. Blessed is the servant who 
shall be found watching when the Master 
cometh. 

We had come to the end of this passage 
when our mind persisted in an odd asso- 
ciation. We recollected some who watch 
with all diligence to keep out of the way 
of anything like hard work. They climb 
the tower, like the firemen of London, but 
it is to observe carefully where a fire may 
be that they may travel in another direction. 
If there is any honour to be \i^dL \i\i^^ ^Zkx.^ 
to the front, but if labour mvxfiX.\i^ ^:l^^^^ 
and monej given, i??here oc^ \Jci^l ^ ^ 
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house, regularly mBexow^. 
oxemptions, ^^ old, Ia77ie, and a i 
and returned it to the proper office; 
J an hour of his haying seen it. Som 

friends without being able to say tl 
^. are old or lame, might, without the s 

untruthfulness, claim to be cowa] 
so excuse themselves from fire < 
U Some of them we doubt not are 

M out cTen now; they are valiantl 

* their guard against certain of those 

calls " which break their hearts, bn 
^ will neyer break their banks. As t 

England goose always went into th 
'>^ Michaelmas, so are they sure to fc 
— 'o-Tit, be called UDon 



BATTEEED SCEIPTUEE. 



<< He that hath my word, let him speak my word 
faithfuUyr—jQT. xxiii. 28. 

<< Ye shall not add unto the word which I com- 
mand you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it.** — 
Deut. iv. 2. 



The London correspondent of the ^^Beal 
Telegram," June 29, calls attention to the 
mutilation of the inscriptions on the wall 
of the Beauchamp Tower, which, he says, 
is being carried on so rapidly that, if the 
present practice continues, the touching 
memorials of illustrious prisoners will be 
completely obliterated in less than a year. 
He specially points out that it is not the 
Tisitors to the Tower of London who are 
guilty of the " barbarity ; " it is the huge 
Beefeaters who are the vandals. In going 
their rounds to point out the chief objects 
of interest, they are provided with short 
sticks, and with these ihss^ x^, \a^^ 
strike, and poke the time-\iOiLO\a^ftL \ss.* 
Bcriptiona as they expla\iv l\\ftVx TSX<^'»s>^'? 
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art; to 06 86611 Oil the 

themselves. 

We do not know hoTi 
tunate Beefeaters deser 
but if they be indeed gu 

Sity that valued inscrip 
estroyed by their guarc 
process of exhibition. Tl 
I of mischief has its prec 

M^ therefore may serve as a 

of Scripture are rapped ai 
and smitten by preache 
deavouring to call attent: 
are at the same time 
them. How often is a text 
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should lead a man to guard carefiilly the 
most delicate shades of meaning ; the mind 
of the Spirit should be carefally ascer- 
tainedy and then as carefully declared to 
the people. There should be no forcing 
of meanings, no twisting of words, no con- 
cealment of evident teachings. The word 
was written by God and not by man, and 
therefore it deserves to be protected even 
at the cost of life if need be ; never under 
any circumstances should it be made the 
martyr of prejudice, or the victim of 
learned wrestings, or the slave of ignorant 
misrepresentation. When atheists and 
infidels batter the word of God we can 
very well understand their object, but it 
is grievous when a man of God in order to 
call attention to a passage darkens its 
meaning, and in order to show his esteem 
for every letter smites it with an exag- 
gerated emphasis which utterly mars it. 
When we visited the Golden House of 
Nero at Rome, the custodian showed us 
the frescoes upon the ceiling of the corridor 
by means of candles raised aloft upon a 
long rod. The colours were fresh after all 
these hundreds of years, and so fai: a& tko. 
wear and tear of weafti^t ^^^^ ^otssi^^^^ 
were quite uninjxiTed •, \>^x\, ^^ \x^KNa'^^' 
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with regret, that the smoke of the candleB 
was Badly dis figuring them and even coat- 
ing them with Boot, It will Ijeaead thing 
for UB if, while we are endeayourjng to ex- 
hibit divine truth, we at the same time 
destroy or becload its loveliest tints witJi 
our ifi^omnce or prejudice. Our candlvr 
had better bo put out rather ihan they 
shonld do peiToanent damage to the glorious 
doctrines of grace, wliich arc the master- 



THE TKTJB WEESTLEE. 



a one that bealetk tht ai 



" Beware m of lAs Uaven of the PhariMf, wkitA 
IS Aj53ocriiy, — Lnka xii. 1. 

" Thou hast a name that thou lival, asd art 
dead." — Rev. iii. 1, 



A r^Cii. newspaper complains of the 

modem eircns. We scareel? know so 
mnch about it as Panl did concerning the ' 
Oljmpic games, bnt we will take it for 
granted that the gentleman is correct in 
hia descriptions : — " ETerjthing, with the 
exception of simply dMigerons feats, is so 
strangely artificial. It is all sham. Our 
old friends ' the riders ' are desterons and 
gracefnl enough, going throngh their con- 
ventional basineas more or leas satisfac- 
torily ; but there is no dash, no daring, 
nothing desperate or manly abont it. The 
spangled youth, witti tte wiOT\aV "SSs.*. 
abont iie carefQlly-oiVei \wiV&, 's^^ '^"^'■'^ 
ia with the dancin§-ac\ioo\ Vcr«, ^ 
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nofc boldly rebuke sin^ nor aim afc the 
human heart. Many public prayers are 
far removed from the wrestlings of pre- 
vailing Israel. Much of professed piety 
is more careful of show and posture than 
of heart-work and vital godliness. " We 
ask for muscle^ and they give us attitude." 
Power from on high is lacking, but the 
magicians work their feats with their 
enchantments as in the days of Moses. 
There is little striving against sin, and 
decided battling with iniquity. Evil is 
talked against rather than lived down ; 
worldliness is condemned and practised ; 
the higher life is mimicked, but not prac- 
tically exhibited ; outward worship con- 
sists too much of fine music and elaborate 
singing, too little of deep devotion and 
praying in the Holy Ghost. Church- 
membership is frequently a mere name, 
and discipline a farce. The form of god- 
liness is everywhere, but where is the 
power ? What the world really needs is 
the old-fashioned Christian, who "wrestled ^ 
not with flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, againat spiritusA m^Yfito^sa* "^sx 
bigb places,'* 
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THE SECOND ADVj 



" Let your loins be girded about, < 
burning; and ye yourselves like unto 'i 
for their Xorrf."— Luko xii. 85, 36. 



The ''Daily Telegraph;* hi 
^. article commencing as follow 

■ '* There is a well-known 

England which relates tl 
century ago, a day of rem? 
"* '^nrkness overspread 
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It was supposed by many tb&t the Last 
Day — the Day of Jndgment — had come, 
aod, in the consternation of the hour, some 
member moved the adjonmment of the 
House. Then straightway there arose 
an old Pniitan legislator, Davenport of 
Stamford, and said that if the Last Day 
had come, he desired to be fonnd in his 
place and doing his duty ; for which 
reasons he moved that candles should be 
bronght, so that the House might proceed 
with its debate." 

This Davenport of Stamford was a 
wise man. What could the other 
senators have sa^ested which would be 
equally snitable for the occasion ? If 
it had been the Last Day, would they 
have been more ready for it if they had 
gone to their homes, and waited there in 
idleness 7 Would it have been more 
seemly bo have mshed into the street, and 
to have etood there with gaping months 
looking upward to the sky ? What was 
better than being ready for whatevermight 
happen, and waiting at the post of duty ? 
We believe firmly in the second advent of 
Christ, and in the giaai ^act "Casi-^ia^siisi 
come St each an hoMi as "«« "Ocwis- "m*^^ 
bnt what of that ? "m^at v& "Coa -^^wiw** 



future ? Are we to make ourseJv< 

mere star-gazers and pi-ognosticatori 

P • , we to si)cnd our time in idle wonde 

eluding that every time we hear o: 

«i and rumours of wars, and read of 

quakes in divers places, it is an in: 

token that the end of the world is 

"Why, there have been wars and rr 

ij of wars and all the other signs a s 

times, and yet the world wags on 

usual rate. No, rather let us give ou: 

up more entirely to the pressing de 

^ of our Lord's household, let us bri 

of his storehouse things new and ol 

tinue to feed our fellow-servants as 

come home the wanderers, and 

Avhethcr the Master come at cockc 

' ^ ' '■- "-ill cifrnifv little < 
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ch Jesns came to bring, and therefore, 
Tered from all trepidation and alarm, 
did not share in the general terror, nor 
iW inferences of alarm from the miex- 
3ted and nnacconntable darkness. The 
ayens might fall, but he dwelt above the 
arens, and in quietness and assurance 
as his strength. Moreover, the good man 
assessed a faith which manifested itself bj 
:orks ; his business was his religion, and 
eligion was his business. He believed he 
^as called of God to sit in the legislature 
}f Connecticut, and therefore there he sat ; 
be only wanted candles that he might 
see what he was at. He was doing 
svhat was right, he was there to vote 
!br justice and truth, and if his 
faster had come, he would have risen 
xom his seat and said, ^' Here I am, in the 
)lace thou wouldst have me to occupy." 
iiVe remember once calling upon one of our 
nembers, a sister who managed her house- 
hold with discretion. She was in humble 
circumstances, and when we stopped oppo- 
jite her house she was whitening the front 
steps. She rose from her pail, and apolo- 
pzed for being found with her sleeves up ; 
)ut we begged her to make no excuse, for 
ihe waa doing hex 4\xl^ ^ «sA ^^ ^-isr^K^s^^ 
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Thus we bring our 
elusion, only wishin; 
member the words of 



